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                                               The Grace Of God
          “For the grace of God (His unmerited favor and blessing) has come forward

            (appeared) for the deliverance from sin and the eternal salvation for all

            mankind”                                     Titus 2:11 Amplified

Grace is the undeserved acceptance and love received from another. Although the biblical words for “grace” are used in a variety of ways, the most characteristic use of it is to refer to an undeserved favor granted by a superior to an inferior. When we speak of it as divine grace towards mankind, it refers to the undeserved favor of God given in providing salvation for those deserving condemnation. After the fall of Adam in the Garden, death entered into the world, and was the wages required to pay for that state which we were in because of our inherited fallen nature (Romans 3:23/6:23). In a more specific theological sense, grace is the saving activity of mankind which God manifested in the gift of His Son to die in the place of sinners (John 3:16).
In the Old Testament “grace” is the Hebrew translation noun “chen” and the verb “chanan”, which means to “be favorable or merciful.” The noun “chen” is usually translated with one or two English words, “grace” or “favor, without any apparent difference in the two. The most significant use of “grace” in the Old Testament is to express a divine/human relationship. There is no obligation of the superior to show this grace, it is totally dependent on His generosity.” Grace” forms the basis of all of God’s relationship with man and His activity on behalf of man. 
The New Testament word for “grace” is Greek word “charis.” After a long history in secular Greek, it came to be used in an ethical sense of a favor done freely without any claim or expectation of something in return. When the Old Testament was translated into Greek, “charis” was used to translate the Hebrew “chen” and thus in biblical Greek came to be associated with an objective relation of undeserved favor given by a superior to an inferior. This objective relation of undeserved favor given by God to man forms the background of the distinctively Christian meaning of “grace” in the New Testament. Grace is simply God’s unmerited favor towards man that is continuous, an inexhaustible supply that is never interrupted. Our salvation which we live by, and under, comes as a gift of God’s grace.
In the Old Testament God revealed Himself as a God of grace who showed love to His people, not because they deserved it, but because of His own desire to be faithful to the covenant promises made to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Genesis 17:1-9; 50:24). Justice is getting what we deserve; mercy is being spared what we rightly deserve; grace is being given what we do not deserve. The New Testament emphasizes the theme of God’s grace in the giving of His Son on behalf of undeserving sinners (Romans 3:23/5:8). The whole movement of the Christian life from beginning to end is dependent on God’s grace. God gives a measure of grace as a gift (1 Corinthians 1:4) to unbelievers so that they may believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. Ephesians 2:8 says, “for by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is a gift of God.” The Amplified says that “it is by free grace (God’s unmerited favor) that you are saved (delivered from judgment and made partakers of Christ’s salvation) through your faith”. God gives grace to believers to be “made free from sin” according to Romans 6:20, 22, which says “for when you were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness”, “but now being made free from sin, and become servants of God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.” 

Again, the Christian life is summed up in the grace of God. Salvation from beginning to end is all of grace. There can be no mixture of grace and works (Ephesians 2:9), or else it would not be grace (Romans 11:6). Grace is synonymous with the gospel of Christ. It was the grace of God that planned salvation for sinners in eternity past before the foundation of the world (Ephesians 1:4/2 Timothy 1:9). It was grace that provided salvation in the historical death of Christ (Romans 3:24). It is grace that enables one to appropriate salvation: for it calls one to salvation, reveals Christ, and even gives faith which is the condition of salvation (Galatians 1:6, 15 / Philippians 1:29). It is the grace of God that not only calls us to salvation, but it also equips one for service in the Christian life. It’s all possible by The Grace of God.     
