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                                                           Our Salvation                                        
 “And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in
  His Son.                                                                 1 John 5:11

In this Christian life we can become so engulfed in our teachings of the biblical doctrine and principles that we can get so far away from the basics that we will begin to miss the most important things that are the foundation of this Christian life. We must have and maintain a basic understanding of this life that God has called us to live. So we would like to begin with the very basic teachings of this Christian life and gain a clear understanding of our faith and what we believe. 
God created man in His image and likeness to have fellowship with Him and to have dominion over the earth that He had just created. The Bible teaches that sin then entered into this world by way of Adam’s transgression and man was then in a fallen state that separated him from God spiritually. The biblical idea of salvation involves three notions. First, it is the rescue from danger, harm, or even death of an individual, group, or nation. Second, it the renewing of the spirit, since humanity fell from the original condition of moral purity into this state of sin, and  third, it is the restoration of a right relationship with God. In both the Old Testament and New Testament God’s salvation includes rescue, renewal, and restoration and is accomplished through the person and work of His Son, our Lord, and Savior Jesus Christ.
The Old Testament lays the foundation for a biblical understanding of salvation. God is a holy God and cannot tolerate sin. Human beings are fallen and sinful creatures. God initiates and provides a way of salvation, and provides a way for people to respond to God’s offer of salvation. The Old Testament gives an example of physical salvation to teach about the more important spiritual salvation revealed in the New Testament. This lesson in the Old Testament illustrates God’s holiness and the need for a blood sacrifice to experience His salvation. In Exodus 14:13 we see the children of Israel at the Rea Sea with the Egyptian army in hot pursuit and God speaks to his people through Moses and says “Fear ye not, stand still and see the salvation of the Lord.” This word salvation is the Hebrew word “yeshuah”, and is used in the sense of rescue, and deliverance. God was the agent of salvation, that is, deliverance or rescue for His people; the Nation of Israel. In the book of  Zechariah 9:9, in this prophecy of the coming of Jesus the word “salvation” here is “yasa”, and implies the one who will come to save, rescue, or preserve His people. Then in Isaiah 62:11 the word “salvation” here is “yesha”, and also implies deliverance, and prosperity. The people of God will experience deliverance and will prosper through our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.
The New Testament provides the dominant theme of salvation by grace alone through faith in the person and work of Jesus Christ. God had to have a means of bringing His people back to Himself; and this came through His Son Jesus Christ. The physical rite of sacrifice in the Old Testament was only a shadow of what must happen to restore us to the original place and purpose that God intended for His people. He came up with a plan that would redeem His people, and as the Old Testament showed, this redemption only came with or by a blood sacrifice.

 Here in the New Testament the Greek word “soteria” is the only word used for “salvation”, and it is a derivative of “soter.” “Soteria” means to rescue, deliver, save. God sent His Son into this world to be that prefect sacrifice that would be an acceptable propitiation for our sins (I John 4:10). We had to be delivered, or rescued from the power and dominion of sin that we had fallen into because of Adam’s transgression in the garden. Jesus was the only sacrifice that qualified to atone for the sins of the people, and it was, and is God’s eternal purpose; to save sinners through Jesus atoning death on the cross. All the New Testament writers witness to the importance of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus for salvation. Acts 4:12 tells us “neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” Luke 1:69 speaks of “an horn of salvation” that God has raised up for His people. Jesus came to deliver us from the bondage, power, and dominion of sin, and to bring us back into fellowship with God. Sin had a price tag as Romans 6:23 explains; “for the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Our salvation is provided for us by God’s grace, which He gives freely in Christ Jesus. There are other key doctrines or elements as part of a complete understanding of salvation that we will touch on later, but now would like to mention the word “save” or “saved” which is closely associated with this term salvation. Let us finish first with this word “soter” which “soteria” derives from. “Soter” means a deliverer, which is God or Christ: - Savior. Now saved in the Greek is “sozo”, which means also to save, that is deliver or protect: heal, preserve, save, do well, be (make) whole. Matthew 18:11 reveals that Jesus, “the Son of man is come to save that which was lost” because of the darkness that entered into this world. Again in John 12:47b Jesus says, “for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world.”  Salvation is a free gift from God that rescue, delivers, and saves the believer from sin and its consequences, renews the believer to a holy life, and restores the believer to a right relationship with God for eternity. So you can see that faith and repentance are conditions of salvation.
Today we want you to grasp and take hold of the salvation that God provided for you through Jesus and receive this free gift from God. Salvation begins with the initiating love of God: “in this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him” (I John 4:9), and John 3:16 “for God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  Receive God’s free gift of love today; salvation. 

