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                                                  The Need For Clarity

“But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more until the perfect day”                                                            Proverbs 4:18

As we are about to embark on a new year it is important to have a clear understanding of this journey that we as believers are on. There are some who believed the myth that giving your life to Jesus would make this life an easy road to travel; that you would understand where you are going, and what to expect along the way. Then, whenever the realization of what this life truly entails sets in, we then find ourselves questioning God because of the difficulties we may face along the way. It becomes clear that in this life of faith you will face trials and numerous temptations which will cause you to question what you believed when you first started out on this journey. It is here, during these times of uncertainty that many believers become stagnant and unwilling to move forward because of the persecution that comes because of the Word. Mark 4:17 says it is here that many believers stumble and fall away. You see, although we understand, and yes believe what the bible says about we as believers are to “walk by faith and not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7), yet we can become fearful when we do not walk in the spirit but move according to what we see and feel (Galatians 5:16). For the believer, the need for clarity must come within the spirit and not by what we see, feel, think, or hear. Second Corinthians 4:18 reminds us that the things which are seen are temporal; meaning they are subject to change. We cannot gain an understanding of what God desires for our life by focusing on and moving by the external. When a believer seeks clarity, he must do it in the spirit. Clarity is the quality of being clear or having an understanding. Clarity comes by way of revelation which can only be received by spending time with and in the presence of God. Too many believers are trying to live this life of faith by external means. Works do not constitute relationship with God. We want to minister God’s Word today without spending that quiet time along with God. We cannot get to the place that we think we have enough in our storehouse to neglect that intimate time alone with God and still be effective in our calling. When you become consumed with activities above time alone with God, you then rely on your own intellect to do what can only be done by the direction, and through the power of God. You cannot lead without clear direction from God. God must be the final authority in your decision making. God never intended for His instructions to be discussed and debated by a team. Revelation is God sharing with you His desire that He wishes to be carried out in the earth, and it is not open for discussion and opinions. It has become obvious that in the body of Christ there is a need for clarity because we are seeing too many copycat churches. A lot of churches want to have multiple services even though they are not filling the one they have now. We are compromising to draw in the millennials by allowing this new version of Christian Rap in our sanctuaries. The spirit of Rehoboam and Jeroboam from 1 Kings 12, 13 has invaded the church. They both followed the advice of the younger crowd and in so doing lost their way. Even today leaders are compromising their integrity for the sake of numbers; wanting to have a large crowd even at the expense of removing the holiness God called us to live by. We must be careful of the activities which we are allowing in the house of God. The Need For Clarity is so that we can get back to the old landmark in our way of reverence toward, and to God. Proverbs 4:7 says that we are to get wisdom, but in all our getting to get an understanding. Clarity and understanding go hand in hand. You will never understand what God requires and desires if you do not first have clarity. To be clear and unwavering in what God desires will only become relevant when you spend intimate time along with Him. On the flip side, when you do not spend that necessary time along with God, and, or you have come to conclude that you think you know what God wants by discussion with others, and your finite reasoning, you may have missed God. Our text says that God makes the way clearer as we go. Do not be so quick to think that the initial directive from God is the end result. It may be what was needed just to get you to take that first step of faith understanding that He will make the way clearer as you go. Sometimes we will get a word of God and immediately share what we want others to think is some deep revelation He has given to us for the body of Christ, when it was something He spoke just for you to process and get started. We must learn that there is a Need For Clarity before we proceed forward, and know that when we do, He, who is that shining light, will give us understanding, and make the path clearer as we go. Clarity is not about specifics and details; it is about understanding. In Genesis 12 God tells Abram to leave his country and go into a land that I will show you. Abram had no specific details about where he was going or how he was to get there. But as he went, the path became brighter and clearer; meaning he began to understand his journey to the point that in Romans 4:21 it states that he was “fully satisfied and assured that God was able and mighty to keep His word and to do what He had promised.” As the righteous walk life’s path, they can see ever more clearly the way God would have them walk, a clarity that only increases your security and well-being. Back up to Romans 4:20 and it says of Abraham that “he staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God” because his confidence increased as his path became clearer due to the eyes of his understanding being enlightened as he went. Abraham did not start out with clarity, but the bible said that he believed God and took that step of faith, and by so doing, God revealed to him as he went the purpose and plan that He had for his life. Do not allow fear of the unknown to stop you from taking that step forward but keep walking and He will give clarity as you go. As you go you will gain an understanding of what it is God has called you to do, and how to get it done. The bible assures us that God’s purpose for our life will stand, so even if you feel unsure of the plan, know that God will never leave nor forsake you, but makes the path clearer as you go. With each step that you take you begin to understand more of what He desires to accomplish through and by you. Let this year be a year of clarity; where it becomes clear to you the purpose and plan that God has for your life, and He will make it easy for you to understand as you go.  
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