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                                         The Process Completed                                 
“For I know the thoughts that I think towards you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end”         Jeremiah 29:11

We have walked through this process that God will take us through so that He can purge us of all the impurities in our life and bring us out as vessels meet for His use (2 Timothy 2:21). Psalms 66:10-12 says “for thou, O God, has proved us: thou has tried us, as silver is tried. Thou broughtest us into the net; thou laidst affliction upon our loins. Thou hast caused men to ride over our heads; we went through fire and water: but thou broughtest us out into a wealthy place.” He put us on the wheel (Jeremiah 18:4) and begun this good work in us so that we can be shaped and molded into the image of and operate just as His Son Jesus. He removed that stony heart that we had in our dead spiritual state, and has replaced it with a heart of flesh (Ezekiel 36:26) that He poured His love by His Holy Spirit (Romans 5:5) which was deposited within us once we accepted Jesus as our Lord and Savior. This process of change that God must take us through is “to do thee good at thy latter end” (Deuteronomy 8:16), and not to destroy us. Let us look at the completed process of change this week.
In 1 Samuel 16:13 we see where David was first anointed to be king, and it says that “the Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day forward.” Just as we in the New Testament age are indwelled with the Spirit of God, here God put His Spirit upon him. He was anointed to be king, but God had to take Him through a process of change to prepare him for what God had called him to do. That is the purpose of this process; to prepare you to operate in the anointing that God places on your life. We start as new babes in Christ just as that soldier does when he first enlisted in the army; untrained and unpolished. We are spiritually immature, and God must take us through this process to bring us to a point of maturity so that we are most effective in the work that He has chosen for us to do. David at that point knew nothing about operating in his calling but needed to be put on the wheel so that God could shape him into that in which He needed him to be. For years he endured heartache over the pain of being chased by Saul, which caused him to be separated from family and friends. It was during this period in his life that he grew to trust God completely and he learned to maintain his integrity and continue to walk in love in spite of his circumstances. During this period there were times of pressure which caused him to turn his focus completely to God so that he could understand this process that he was going through. God always comforted him and provided for him during this period. The process is not to destroy you, but to shape you into that which God has called you to be. This period can be uncomfortable, and if you do not understand what God is doing in your life you will hinder the work of God through your resistance to it. In our times of uncertainty, we should reach out to and seek God’s face even more. Second Corinthians 1:3-4 says, “and the God of comfort; who hath comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.” Even as He comforts us, He is preparing us to be able to do the same for others. The tougher it gets, the closer we should get to Him, our place of comfort and peace. He is our refuge and shelter, and has promised to never leave, nor forsake us. David had to endure these days as he went through this process to prepare him to step into his calling of King of Israel. From the time that Samuel anointed him in 1 Samuel 16:13 until the time he began to reign over the entire kingdom in 2 Samuel 5:4, he went through a process that penned him in scripture as “a man after mine own heart” (Acts 13:22).  His mind was renewed to the things of God, therefore he understood that although he had to experience all that he did, God was still his source and strength. He did have times of ups and downs, but he allowed God to take him through them and work within him to bring him to that level of maturity so that he could step into his calling. We too must grow in maturity to function as God desires. It takes a certain level of maturity in our life before we can step into our calling and be most effective for the kingdom. To move ahead of God without being prepared can cause us to be destroyed by what we will encounter as soldiers for Christ. God says that He has an expected end for us, and that is not one of destruction (Jeremiah 29:11). Destruction is the results of this microwave mentality that we see in people who will not wait on God but despises the process and tries to move into something that they are not prepared for (Proverbs 16:25). Imagine what David must have felt during that period as he waited. He did not move ahead of God, even when he was presented with many opportunities to kill Saul and take over his kingship. He walked through his valley of the shadow of death and patiently waited for God to finish the necessary preparations that were needed for him to step into his calling. The process has a purpose. Again, the process has a purpose. We must be willing to trust God throughout this process as He develops us for this work that He has called us to do. This is where you learn to trust Him, if you understand that He loves you and only wants to do you good. Accept this training as a good soldier; renew your mind to line up with God and all that He desires to do in your life. The process will make you feel as if you are suffering, but it’s in these hard times, and times of pain and trouble that you grow if you keep our focus on God and trust Him. Second Peter 5:10 exhorts, “but the God of all grace, who hath called us unto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that you have suffered a while, make you perfect (Greek- to complete thoroughly), stablish, strengthen, settle you.” God says in Isaiah 48:10-11 “behold, I have refined thee, but not with silver; I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction. For mine own sake, even for mine own sake, will I do it.” God gets the glory when you operate in your calling as a trained polished soldier standing strong for the kingdom; therefore, He takes you through this process for His own sake.
We pray that you were blessed by this discussion of the process that God takes us through in our lives so that we represent the kingdom as He desires. As always, we would like to encourage you to commit yourself to God and his Word. Spend time daily with Him, studying and meditating on His Word, and always pray. The Holy Spirit longs to fellowship with you daily and to enrich your life by the things of God. These are the last days and a time to draw near to God for the strength and protection that we will need. 

