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                                                       Love Never Fails

   “Love never fails [never fades out or becomes obsolete or comes to an end]. As for
   prophecy (the gift of interpreting the divine will and purpose), it will be fulfilled and 
   pass away; as for tongues, they will be destroyed and cease; as for knowledge, it will 
   pass away [it will lose its value and be superseded by truth]”                                     
                                                                                          1Corinthians 13:8 Amplified

When we look at the end of 1 Corinthians 12:31 the apostle Paul encourages us all to covet earnestly to cultivate the best gifts and graces, and then he proceeds to share with us a more excellent way; one that is better by far and the highest of them all---- love. Love is the greatest spiritual thing, and it never fails to accomplish the spiritual goals God intended for His people. 
Let us carefully look at 1 Corinthians 13, which is called the love chapter. It starts out by giving us a clear and obvious explanation of the importance of love in comparison to other spiritual gifts. The very first three verses say that if you have the gift of prophecy, knowledge, preaching, mountain-moving faith, charity towards the poor, and don’t have a heart established in love it is all worth nothing. All these gifts and graces can and will eventually fade, but love never fails. Love has its unique ability because according to 1 John 4:8, 16 God is love. Love is not just what He does, but is what He is. God is the greatest, and love is the greatest gift because it reveals the unique greatness of God. 
In the original Greek translation the word agape is the word used to describe the love of God. This word describes God’s love for us as unconditional; one whose underlying essence is that of a supremely self-sacrificing love. It conveys the idea of a deep compassion that is given through the supreme self-sacrificial actions of Christ on the cross in association with the mercy and kindness of God. The uniqueness of this love is the foundation on which our salvation was built. Love allowed Jesus to complete the work He accepted on our behalf to redeem us from the curse, and reconcile us back into a right relationship with God the Father. 
The gift of love never fails to accomplish the work God intended and sent it forth to do. This concern for the souls of men is a demonstration of God’s love, and the show of His love will never fail to accomplish that which He sent it forth to do. Prophecy will pass away, tongues will cease, but the love of God never fails to finish that which He desired it to do. It is the greatest spiritual gift of them all because when it is cultivated and developed in the heart of the believer he then possesses the same motivation and goal that God has to bring all men to salvation. Love won’t allow situations and circumstances to cause it to cave in and quit before the work of sharing this glorious gospel to the world is completed. The born-again believer has been given this same agape in his heart (Romans 5:5), and when it is properly cultivated and developed he has the same capacity to love as God does. We have within us the very nature of God, and therefore have this unfailing love which is eternal. It won’t fade away as other gifts and graces may, but fulfills the will of God in the earth. Love refuses to be offended, but forgives. Love suffers wrong, and turns and blesses. Throughout this love chapter the unfailing ability of love is described. It suffers long and is patient. It bears all things. Its hopes are fadeless under all circumstances, and it endureth all things without weakening. This same love that has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Ghost is a love that never fails to love. It loves in the ugliest situations to display to the world the very character of God (John 13:34, 35). Love never fails to edify, encourage, and build up others even when wounded, because love has the responsibility of showing the world the very nature of God though our actions in situations that they can’t begin to understand. Love when it is operating according to the principles of God never fails to draw others. When they won’t listen to your witness, your display of love will eventually be the thing that will cause them to seek this peace you show in these unlovable situations. Love won’t fail to comfort others when you see them hurting, even though they have ridiculed you on many occasions. The love of God is the tool whereby we can make a mark in this world when you have been renewed by this love and now have the same motivation and goal that God has. Love never fails to accomplish its goal because love never stops. Love is like the Energizer Bunny who keeps going and going and going.   
