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                                           Sanctification

               “For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness”

                                                                                      1 Thessalonians 4:7

What happens after we accept God’s call into His kingdom of the Son of His love? Although we do receive His Divine nature within our spirits at the time of our conversion, we still have and live in this flesh of ours which has lived in and enjoyed the pleasures of sin. The question is what does it take, or how do we get to this place of holiness that God requires for us? The answer is a process called sanctification.
Sanctification is a process which results in a changed lifestyle for the believer. A process we know is a series of actions directed toward a particular aim. It is to prepare something in a series of steps or actions. The process of sanctification is God’s cleansing process to make a person whole and more like Jesus; which is God’s ultimate goal: conforming us into the very image of His Son (Romans 8:29).  Sanctification begins when one becomes a Christian, and will conclude when Jesus returns. When God called and we accepted His call to make His Son Jesus our Savior and Lord, we were then set apart from the old to live a new life to God. Sanctification is vitally linked to the salvation experience and is concerned with the moral/spiritual obligations assumed in that experience. We are set apart to God in this conversion, and we are to live out that dedication to God in holiness.
Since God exists in the realm of the holies, all that pertains to Him must also come into that same realm of holiness. So then, sanctification is the process whereby we are set apart from sin to God. We are to separate from a life of sin and be dedicated to Him. Sanctification/holiness is to be pursed as an essential aspect of the believer’s life, because Hebrews 12:14 says to “follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord”. Sanctification is the process to make us holy by cleansing us from the pollution of sin, and separating us from it so that we can enter into this realm that God resides in.
Some key words:

Consecrate – to declare or set apart as holy or sacred. 

Sanctify – the condition of being considered sacred or holy, and therefore 
                  entitled to respect and reverence. 

Purify – to free somebody of sin, guilt, or uncleanness.

Holy – dedicated or set apart for religious purposes. Devoted to the service 
            of God. Morally and spiritually perfect and of a devoutly religious
            character.  
Sanctification is separation to God. It is a lifelong process whereby the believer is separated from that life of sin, guilt, and uncleanness so that we can come unto God. This process begins at conversion, and by God’s grace cleanses, or purifies the believer from his old habits to reach holiness, which is the intended result of the sanctification process. Holiness then is purification from the power of sin and its’ consequences. This comes by having the same mind as God when you line up your thinking with the Word of God (Romans 12:2). It is the will of God that we should be holy, because He states in 1 Peter 1:15 “but as He which hath called you is holy, so be you holy in all manner of conversation (conduct)”. Not only does God require holiness in the heart, but also purity in our bodies, and that we should cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh. Through this process we are to be devoted to God, therefore, dedicated and set apart for Him by keeping ourselves clean and pure for His service. 
Sanctification is a process whereby the believer leaves a life of sin to come to God. Since God resides in the holy realm; therefore you cannot come with filthiness. Rhetorically speaking, why does there seem to be an increase of compromising Christians? If indeed we serve a holy God, then why do we have many who feel that God excuses their continued life of uncleanness? Sanctification is the grace of God performing within us a cleansing, a purifying, with the intent of making us more Christ-like. We are to step away from that life of sin, and come to God seeking holiness, which is the result of sanctification. Complete holiness should be the desire and is the duty of every Christian. He says to “be holy in all manner of conversation”; that is, all your conduct and manner of living. God’s call is to clean you up and set you apart for “His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began” (2 Timothy 1:9b). The bible says in 1 Peter 2:9 that He called us out of darkness into His marvelous light, in which there is no place for uncleanness. The written Word of God is the surest rule of a Christian’s life, and by this rule we are commanded to be holy in every way.  
In order for God to take you through this process of sanctification you must cooperate with the inner working of the Holy Spirit. It requires that we look into the mirror (the Word) to see the uncleanness in our life, and then, allow Him to make the necessary corrections to clean us up and purify our living. There is a necessary requirement of spending time in His presence daily through bible study and meditation along with prayer for there to be effective change in this process of sanctification.
