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                                                   Godly Or Worldly

            “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love

            the world, the love of the Father is not in him”                       1 John 2:15

One of the things that we, the redeemed of the Lord find ourselves in danger of is conforming to the things of the world. It has become almost impossible to distinguish the difference between the saved and unsaved by way of character. The deception of confessing to be godly while appearing worldly has become a norm even within the church. Somewhere and for various reasons some have taken on this persona that while they have accepted Jesus into their life that they can continue in their worldly way because they feel that God somehow understands. The bible teaches us that once we accept Jesus into our life that we are to enter into His death by way of the new birth, and to be raised to newness of life (Romans 6:4). The Amplified of that verse says, “we too might [habitually] live and behave in newness of life.” Then a familiar verse to us all in 2 Corinthians 5:17 says “therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are past away; behold, all things are become new.” Notice two phrases within that verse; first it says old things are become new” and “all things are become new.” It does not say that the old will pass away at a later date, nor that in the future all things will be new, but that they have already passed away, and all has become new when we accept Christ into our life. So why do we see the old worldly way of doing things in the life of the believer. It appears that with this new life some are not reading the instruction manual, or receiving the guidance and directions that the bible teaches of how this life of faith is to be lived. Rather than spending time in the Word and seeking the presence of God most Christians today are continuing to seek ways how they can appear holy while still living like the world. Ephesians 5:1 Amplified instructs us to “be imitators of God [copy Him and follow His example].” We must display the character of God in our everyday lives, and most importantly when not in the presence of other saints. Often times I hear of members of the body of Christ who still hang out in places where partying and drinking is taking place, and they excuse themselves by reasons that only they can understand. God has called us to a life of holiness in which we follow His example, and our lives are to line up with what He says in His written Word about how we are to conduct ourselves as His children. I don’t think you would find Jesus playing saved occasionally, while hanging out in the clubs and at the casinos on the weekend only to stumble in Church on Sunday hung over and having to pretend that you are seeking holiness in your life when in all truth you live a double life all along. I realize that these people understand nothing about our God, who is Omniscient, and Omnipresent. He sees all and knows all, yet you have these who are still living like they did when they were unsaved, but now think that because they come into a church, or say they are saved from what they are. Isaiah 29:13 says, “forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honor me, but have removed their hearts far from me.” It is this type of pretense that prevents those who are truly seeking a way out of their mess from coming to the church for help when they see the hypocrisy of church members. This is what makes the witness of the church as a whole ineffective; when you have these so-called godly members who are still worldly in their behavior. It is time to grow up in the Spirit; take the bling bling out of your ear, remove all your gadgets from your hips, turn off your cell phone and pagers in service, seek God and not things, come out of the clubs and come serve in the church in the spirit of holiness and show the world what true Christianity is all about.  
We must all be careful and examine our lives to see what we are displaying to the world. Remember that we are in this world but not of this world, and our text warns us not to love the world. Christians are to be different, and not like the world. If people are not calling you strange when you whisper those little prayers to God, and asking those little questions like: why do you read your bible on lunch break? Or why do you kind of separate yourself from the crowd? Or you don’t ever seem to worry or complain about things do you? Then you might want to ask yourself why people are still inviting you to parties, and all these functions that don’t line up with the life and character of God.  

I will leave you with these scriptures from Titus 2:11, 12 which say; “for the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world.”  Take a look at yourself today and ask yourself, am I living Godly or Worldly.
