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                                                   Love Is the Foundation

            “For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ”

                                                                                                      1 Corinthians 3:11

The foundation is the beginning of a thing. It is the structure that provides support which will hold everything together. A new building begins with a foundation that is usually below the ground and must be built to support the weight of the building. The foundation must be solid in order to have a building that will withstand the elements of the weather, and support the weight of this building. The foundation is also something that acts as support of an idea, the point from which something starts; it is the basic method or system which makes something work, and here in the kingdom of God everything operates on the foundation of love. First John 4:8 tells us that “God is love”, not what He does, but who He is, and in Psalm 127:1 it says that “except the Lord (Love) build the house, they labor in vain that build it.” Nothing works in the kingdom of God if the foundation is not built on love. The principles in His Word won’t work for you if they are not based in love. So in order for you to have a solid foundation, it must be built on love. 
First Corinthians 13 starts out by explaining that if you have the gift of prophecy, knowledge, preaching, mountain-moving faith, kindness towards the poor, and you don’t have a foundation of love it is all nothing. We are instructed to “love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind” (Matthew 22:37) if we are to function in the kingdom of God with pure motives because we are now reconciled in our relationship with God through an act of love. The very foundation of our salvation is built on love. After the fall of man through Adam’s transgression in the Garden God had a plan to reconcile man back into a right relationship with Himself based purely out of what He is; love. It was not based on anything that we could or have done, but solely out of the love that He has for us. First John 4:9, explains that “in this was manifested the love of God towards us, because that God sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him.” When was this love manifested towards us? Romans 5:8 Amplified says “but God shows and clearly proves His [own] love for us by the fact that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” The salvation that we live under today is built on a solid foundation of love, without any regard for what we can or will do. John 3:16 is the foundation for our salvation because it says that “for God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” That means that our salvation is built on the love that He had for us, which was proved by the fact that God loved us so much that He gave the best that He had to save us even when we were sinners. The Greek word used for love in this sense is “agape.” The underlying essence of agape is that of a supremely self-sacrificing love. It conveys the idea of a deep compassion that is given through the supreme self-sacrificial actions of Christ on the cross in association with the mercy and kindness of God. This sacrifice of love is the point from which everything starts in the kingdom of God. It is our foundation for everything we have received from God, and nothing in the kingdom works apart from this love. This same agape love has been given to us as well and provides us with the same ability to love just as God does. Romans 5:5 explain that this same “love of God (agape) is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us” so that we can operate in this same love which is the foundation of all operation in the kingdom. From the moment of your salvation forward, you must build on this love if you want to experience the fullness of the blessing in your life. If you build your house on anything other than love you are laboring in vain and won’t see results according to the principles of the kingdom which only work by love. Ephesians 3:17-19 reads “that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fullness of God.” Love is the foundational principle for operation in the kingdom of God and must be perfected in order to have lasting results according to the Word of God. It is one of the manifestations of the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22) that must be cultivated in the life of the believer if we desire to live a life of abundance. Absolutely nothing will happen if we are not operating in this agape love which has been made available to us. Love is the foundation that we are to build our house on, just as it was the essence of what God did for us. When we operate in love it will be the structure that we can build everything on because it has a foundation that is solid and will withstand all the elements of life. Your ability to obey Matthew 5:44 is simply because you have built your foundation on love thereby allowing you to follow this command and show to the world that you are indeed a child of God. 
