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                                                      What Will It Cost?

“If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for My sake, the same shall save it”                               Luke 9:23, 24

When it comes to the life of a believer the basic requirement is to follow Jesus; His will and His ways. There are four terms in verse 23 that explain what it means to follow Jesus. First you must have a desire: “If any man will come after Me.” This has to be the heart of the individual. A desire is a strong feeling of wanting to have something, or wishing for something to happen. When you have a need for something different in your life a desire will come. When it comes to following Jesus, no one can force or insist this life upon you, it must be a choice of your own will. As we travel through life and experience certain hardships and troubles those close to us who have given their heart to the Lord and experienced His comforting goodness in their life will generally insist that you open your heart to Him, but it must be of your own desire to come to Him. Without the desire for something different you may turn to it, but won’t stay with it once comforted. Then you must practice denial: “let him deny himself daily.” It is so sad to see believers who are stuck on who they think they are. When it comes to following Christ, your social status, or education, or possessions does not determine who you are in Him. There are no special seats for reputations or accomplishments, but you must be willing to lose sight of who you think you are and show dedication: “and take up his cross daily.” There must be an act of submission. Sometimes it is hard for an individual to submit to the authority of another when they deem themselves to be of importance. Submission is the action or fact or yielding to a superior force or to the will or authority of another person. You have to die to your own will of wanting to do as you like when you want in order to submit to the will of the Father. James 4:7 tells us to be subject to God. God has a purpose and a plan for our lives that He wishes for us to follow. When you are a submitted individual and have a desire to follow Jesus you will quickly deny yourself as the captain of your ship, and dedicate yourself to learning how to follow the promptings and guiding of the Holy Spirit and willfully accept direction: “and follow Me.” 

God tells us that in order to have the life He offers it requires that we lose the life we once knew and cleave to Him and His ways. It is here, in the loosing of the old life, the sacrifice, that we see the manifestations of the promises of God in our life. To walk in the ways of God will cost you something; it really will. It will cost you all which you held near and dear to your heart but does not line up with the will, purpose and plan that God has for your life. The life that most of us began was filled with self-gratification. We looked to live life on the world’s terms where you viewed a successful life from the position of what we had accumulated; houses, cars, and all the fine things of life. First John 2:16 tells us that “for all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.” This is the package deal that the world offers, but if God is not the priority in your life “what is a man profited, if he gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Matthew 16:26). It’s not that God does not want us to have the finer things in life, because the bible says “(God) who giveth us richly all things to enjoy” (1 Timothy 6:17b), but God does not want these things to have you. For the most part with worldly success comes pride. It may become imbedded in your thinking that you are the one who achieved all these things, and here is where the compromising behavior begins to show. We say we love God, yet live dual lives where we want to live by the world’s standards one minute, and then run to God with our left-overs creating a life that is void of the power of God the next. We cannot see the power of God in operation in our life if we are not willing to lose sight of ourselves and follow the leading and guiding of His Holy Spirit. We cannot walk in the power of the Spirit and fulfill the lust of our flesh as well. There must be a sacrifice. Too many Christians want to see the manifestation of His power and are not willing to sacrifice anything to receive it. Second Corinthians 6:7-7:1 says “wherefore come out from among them, and be you separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you.” We cannot live this life God desires without making sacrifices. We can’t hold on the world with one hand and reach for God with the other. It requires us to come out from among those unclean things in our lives which causes a barrier between us and God. The writer goes on to say in 7:1 to “…let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” Too many of us want to hold on to those parts of our life which brought us great pleasures and success knowing that they are not in line with the holy living God requires for His children. God is looking for are those who love Him enough to make the sacrifice to give Him their all: The one who will come out from among the corrupting influences of religion and establish a relationship with Him that is rooted and grounded in love. The sacrifice that God sees us willing to make moves Him because it’s only when you trust Him that you will let go of anything. Pride won’t allow you to trust Him with your all, but always leaves room for you to trust in yourself just in case God doesn’t come through like you want Him to. It is you still trying to save the old life when God wants you to lose it for the new one He has for you. Luke 9:23 Amplified says it like this: “…If any person wills to come after Me, let him deny himself [disown himself, forget, lose sight of himself and his own interests, refuse and give up himself] and take up his cross daily and follow Me [cleave steadfastly to Me, conform wholly to My example in living and, if need be, in dying also].” Jesus Himself had to lose the life He lived on earth in order to satisfy the will of the Father. His purpose was fulfilled in His submission to the Fathers will, and the only way that we can fulfill the will, purpose and plan that God has for our life is to have a desire to come to Him, deny ourselves, dedicate our all and follow His direction. 

We cannot expect to see the manifestation of His goodness in our life without it costing us something. Are you willing to let go of those people, places and things that hinder you from coming closer to Him? Will you come out from among all the unclean things (attitudes, habits) that are presently in your life? Will you deny your flesh the instant gratification it longs for to cooperate with His cleansing process in your life? In all of this, the biggest question today is, What Will It Cost You?
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