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                                              Saved By God’s Grace

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God” 
                                                                                                  Ephesians 2:8

Grace is the undeserved acceptance and love received from another. Although the biblical words for “grace” are used in a variety of ways, the most characteristic use of it is to refer to an undeserved favor granted by a superior to an inferior. When we speak of it as divine grace towards mankind, it refers to the undeserved favor of God given in providing salvation for those deserving condemnation. 
In the Old Testament “grace” is the Hebrew translation noun “chen” and the verb “chanan”, which means to “be favorable or merciful.” The noun “chen” is usually translated with one or two English words, “grace” or “favor, without any apparent difference in the two. The most significant use of “grace” in the Old Testament is to express a divine/human relationship. There is no obligation of the superior to show this grace, it is totally dependent on His generosity.” Grace” forms the basis of all of God’s relationship with man and His activity in behalf of man. 

The New Testament word for “grace” is the Greek word “charis.” After a long history in secular Greek, it came to be used in an ethical sense of a favor done freely without any claim or expectation of something in return. This objective relation of undeserved favor given by God to man forms the background of the distinctively Christian meaning of “grace” in the New Testament. Grace is simply God’s unmerited favor towards man that is continuous, an inexhaustible supply that is never interrupted. Our salvation which we live by, and under, comes as a gift of God’s grace.

Whenever we talk about our salvation, which is the deliverance from the power and dominion of sin and its deadly consequences, we must include the words redemption, atonement, propitiation, and of course grace. These words are significant in order to clearly convey the message of salvation. God is a God of justice, and must be true to His own words that “the soul that sinneth, it shall die” (Ezekiel 18:4 & 20), because “the wages of sin is death” according to Romans 6:23. By divine law, mankind was under the sentence of death because of the sin nature that we all inherited from Adam who sinned in the Garden of Eden(Genesis 3), thereby bringing this sentence of death upon all mankind. In order to accomplish salvation and to restore mankind to God, a means of access must be provided. According to the Levitical law instituted in the Old Testament, there had to be a sacrifice made for sin to satisfy the wrath of God. So, the rite of animal sacrifices began in order to atone for the sins of the people, and to give us a picture of, and point us to what would be required to free us completely from the power and dominion of sin. This atonement which these animal sacrifices provided was merely to cover their sins, and not deliver them from the power it had over mankind. This was the temporary payment for sin until the fullness of time (Galatians 4:4, 5) in which the perfect sacrifice for sin would come. Thus, our salvation was made available to us due to the mercy we received by not getting what we rightly deserved. But because of the grace of God we were given what we do not deserve; a gift to grant us a way out. Our salvation comes to us as a gift from God in the person of Jesus Christ. The bible says in 1 John 2:2 that “He (Jesus Christ the righteous One) is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the world.”  Because there was a price for sin (Romans 6:23), Christ stepped out of His glory (Philippians 2:5-8) and came to earth wrapped in sinless human flesh to be that perfect sacrifice which would remove the condemnation against us because of the power sin possessed over man. Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law (Galatians 3:13). He freed us by paying the ransom price required to deliver us from this sentence of death which was upon every man born into the earth. 
John 1:17 reads, “For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.” Under the law the peoples’ sins were atoned for by animal sacrifices, and by these offerings the people remained in a right relationship with God because of their acknowledgment of their sin, and their obedience to render to God what was required under the law to pay for their sin. But today we are under the umbrella of grace which came by Jesus Christ. The only way for a man to receive salvation is to acknowledge that he is a sinner and helpless to deal with it. Then, by believing and accepting the redemptive work of Christ on Calvary’s’ cross, he receives the grace of God and is redeemed from the wrath of God which is against the man who is in rebellion to God because of his inherited nature received from Adam’s transgression. 

Salvation only comes by grace through our faith in the work of Christ on our behalf. Faith in Jesus Christ is God’s requirement for receiving His free gift of salvation, and the grace that saves us is the free and undeserved goodness and favor of God through this faith we have in Jesus Christ. We are only saved by the grace of God, and it comes through our faith. The Christian life is totally summed up in the grace of God which came to us through His Son Jesus Christ. Salvation from beginning to end is all of grace.

