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                                                          Faithfulness

  “Most men will proclaim everyone his own goodness: but a faithful man who can find?
                                                                                     Proverbs 20:6

Our text poses a very profound question for the people of God who wish to walk in the way and path which the Lord has chosen for His people. There is a space afforded the believer to compare what we call faithful service to God and the quality in which God looks for in an individual. What exactly does it mean to be faithful? Faithful means you are loyal, constant, and steadfast. Its’ synonyms are devoted, dedicated, committed, trustworthy, dependable, and accountable. Therefore, faithfulness is remaining loyal to someone or something and putting that loyalty into consistent practice, regardless of extenuating circumstances. Faithfulness is the quality God that looks for and it is determined over a period of time. Faithfulness is not based just on what you do, but is determined by the consistent practice of what you do over a period of time.
Faithfulness means trustworthy: able to be trusted. It means that you are a person people can place confidence and trust in. Because of a clear misunderstanding of what God desires, most men will proclaim everyone his own goodness and call himself faithful by the inconsistent deeds that he does, but faithfulness is a rare thing----this is someone who is continuously committed over a period of time. A faithful person has counted the cost and committed himself to the service of God regardless of extenuating circumstances. He is the like the energizer bunny who keeps on going and going and going. What he has determined to do to serve God comes from his heart. He has made up his mind and fixed his heart to serve God with his all. Colossians 3:23, 24 say “and whatsoever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; Knowing that of the Lord you shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for you serve the Lord Christ.” When you serve God faithfully it shows that your heart is bent toward the Lord and you are serving Him with the right motives. You then understand that it’s not what you are doing that is important, but WHY are you doing it. It is possible to have good actions, but your motives are wrong. In a Good idea vs. God idea, a God idea is already anointed. What happens with wrong motives, or our good ideas is we take our own ideas and want God to cosign them, thus when they don’t work as we had planned we eventually quit because we are actually doing them for the wrong reason. So faithfulness is from the heart, and must be cultivated in the life of a believer. One of the manifestations of the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22, 23 is faith = faithfulness. As a believer you have the root of faithfulness within you to produce this manifestation of the fruit of faithfulness.  Because you have this root of faithfulness within you, and faithfulness is the quality which God looks for in an individual, and your heart is set to serve God out of love and affection, your feelings and opinions don’t matter. Your faithfulness then comes out of a willingness to serve God without reservation, from your heart; “not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servant of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart” (Ephesians 6:6). When you are walking in this quality of faithfulness God has not become A priority in your life, but THE priority in your life and this makes your service to Him consistent and continuous.

The question is can God trust you? Can He trust you to be faithful in the thing and the place in which He has placed you? God will test you to see if you are faithful in the little and that which is another’s----will you pass the test of faithfulness? Remember in Matthew 22:14 that Jesus said “many are called, but few are chosen.”  A call into ministry won’t qualify you by itself, but you must be faithful to the call. Some have thought that to be faithful is scattered participation in some things, doing what we want when and how we want. But God is looking for the person who is faithful to what others can’t see; the time in prayer and fellowship with Him daily, studying and meditating on His Word, and obedience to the directives of the spiritual authority He has placed you under. There will be no promotion without passing the test of faithfulness; nothing else will work for you if God can’t trust you to be faithful in what He has called you to do. 

The goal of faithfulness is not that we will do a work for God, but that He is free to do His work through us----because we are willing vessels who are committed and dedicated and dependable in our service to Him. God calls us to service and places tremendous responsibilities on us. He expects no complaining on our part (should be from the heart if we love Him as we say), and offers no explanation on His part. God wants to use us as He did His own Son…..“but a faithful man who can find?
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