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                                                            Faith Is Action

          “But be doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves”

                                                                                                  James 1:22

When we mention the law of faith we understand that it is a spiritual law that operates and functions in the kingdom of God. Faith is the way of life for a believer. Romans 1:17 tells us that “the just shall live by faith”, that is, the man who is declared righteous because of His acceptance of the gospel of Christ shall live by faith. It is a lifestyle, not a season or movement. Then if we look further we see that Hebrews 11:6 says that without faith it is impossible to please God. So then what is this faith that we must have in order to please God? 

Faith is defined as a practical expression of your confidence in God and His Word. It is acting out on what you believe. Faith comes by hearing the Word of God (Romans 10:17), and requires you to have confidence in what you believe in order to act on it. Believing by itself does not describe faith, but the expression of your confidence in what you believe by your actions. 
We receive faith by hearing the Word of God. The Word that we hear comes to us by way of knowledge through our hearing, and  we must take it, and meditate on it until it moves from our head to our heart and we develop  confidence in it so that we not only believe what we hear, but now have the confidence to act on it. Acting on your faith is speaking what God says about a situation before it is manifested. You don’t just leave it at believing what He says, but you speak and act according to what He says about it even though you can’t see it now. Faith is always present tense, it is in the now. By faith you say I’m out of debt, while just believing you would say one day I will be out of debt. Faith says by the stripes of Jesus I am healed, while someone who just believes will say that hopefully one day I will be healed of this disease. Faith is us calling those things which be not as though they already exist just as God did (Romans 4:17). This is the action of faith. It deals in the now even though you can’t see it. What we believe and have confidence in by faith is more real than what we can see. We receive it by faith; therefore we act on it now, by speaking it as if it already exists. Faith speaks before it receives, because it believes with confidence that God is faithful to perform all that He promised if we will accept it and confess it as our own. This is the reward of the confidence you must have to walk by faith (Hebrews 10:35). You build your confidence by spending time in the Word of God and growing in the grace of knowledge of God until the Word is living within you. Then when a scripture that you have been meditating and spending time with comes alive within you, that thing you are hoping for becomes more real than what you can see in the natural. So you must understand that faith is a spiritual thing. You have confidence in what you believe without having it in the natural world yet. Second Corinthians 4:18 explains it like this; “while we look not at the things which are seen, but the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal”. This is where our faith exist; in the unseen realm. And with confidence in what we believe God says in His Word, the things that we are hoping for is manifested from the spiritual realm into the natural because of our faith.  You can’t have the faith like Thomas had in John 20:25 were he said unless he sees he would not believe. This is not real bible faith. Real bible faith is having the confidence to believe even when you don’t see it. It is you putting action behind what you believe by speaking of it as though it is real, and also living in accordance with what you believe “walking by faith and not by sight” (II Corinthians 5:7). You don’t allow your senses to move you, but continue to walk by the confidence that you have in God and His Word.  Again faith is a practical expression; that denotes doing, action. It requires action on your part to receive what you believe. My Pastor uses the illustration of a man dying of thirst who has a glass of water in front of him and he continues to confess that he believes that if he drinks the glass of water that he will live only to never pick up the glass and drink, therefore he dies. He never put any action with what he believed. 
You can’t have faith apart from God’s Word, because faith comes by hearing the Word of God. This is where you gain your confidence to believe God without seeing. He said it in His Word; you believed it, then received it and put action behind it. His Word says you are blessed, so you confess that you are blessed, and live like you are blessed, because you believe that you are blessed based on the confidence that you have in His Word. 
