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                                                God’s Grace, Man’s Faith
          “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it
          is the gift of God”                                                 Ephesians 2:8

Grace is the undeserved acceptance and love received from another. Although the biblical words for “grace” are used in a variety of ways, the most characteristic use of it is to refer to an undeserved favor granted by a superior to an inferior. When we speak of it as divine grace towards mankind, it refers to the undeserved favor of God given in providing salvation for those deserving condemnation. While grace is most frequently spoken of as a commodity that is distributed, and such it is. But first and foremost, grace is a description of the character of God, which is displayed by His gifts to men.
Grace can be defined as God’s unmerited favor. It is God’s free action for the benefit of His people. God’s grace can be compared to the pardon that a governor of a state gives to a guilty prisoner who is facing execution (the punishment of death) for something that he or she did. We are all deserving of death because all of us have sinned (Romans 3:23/6:23), yet God because of His character, offers us a pardon (grace). Jesus died for us so that we could live, but His death can be our “salvation only if we accept it. Just like the prisoner mentioned, we can turn down or we can accept this pardon that God offers to us freely and out of His love for us (John 3:16).  
The New Testament word for “grace” is the Greek word “charis”. When the Old Testament was translated into Greek, “charis” was used to translate the Hebrew “chen” and thus in biblical Greek came to be associated with an objective relation of undeserved favor given by a superior to an inferior. The objective relationship of undeserved favor given by God to man forms the background of the distinctively Christian meaning of “grace” in the New Testament. Grace is simply God’s unmerited favor towards man that is continuous, and an inexhaustible supply that is never interrupted. Our salvation which we live by, and under, comes as a gift of God’s grace. Ephesians 2:8 says that “by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.” While grace in salvation is God’s part, faith is man’s responsibility. Faith in Jesus Christ is God’s requirement for receiving His free gift of salvation. Thus, our salvation comes as a gift of God’s grace and is appropriated by the response of faith. 
Faith in Jesus Christ and the sacrificial work that He did on the cross to pay the price (Romans 6:23) required to deliver us from the justice we deserved is the requirement for receiving our salvation.  “But we believe we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus…” (Acts 15:11). Grace comes to a person when he or she repents and believes in Christ as Lord and Savior. Faith means firmly believing and trusting in the crucified and risen Christ’s redemptive work that provided our salvation. Faith involves believing with all our hearts, yielding up our wills, and committing ourselves to Jesus Christ as He is revealed in the New Testament. John 1:17 reads, “For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.” Today we live under this umbrella of grace which we receive by our faith in Jesus Christ. The only way for man to receive salvation is to acknowledge that he is a sinner, and that he is helpless to deal with it. Then, by receiving and accepting this redemptive work of Christ on Calvary’s cross, he receives the grace of God and is redeemed, delivered, or ransomed, from the holy wrath of God against sinful man. Therefore, faith involves repentance, i.e., in true sorrow turning from sin (Acts 17:30/2 Corinthians 7:10) and turning to God through Christ. Repentance is an essential posture for receiving the gift of salvation. Saving faith will always be preceded by a repentant heart. Repentance is a free decision on the part of sinners, made possible by the enabling grace given to them as they hear and believe the gospel. 
Faith in Jesus as Lord and Savior is both the act of a single moment, and a continuing attitude that must grow and be strengthened. True faith is not a static belief and trust in Jesus and His redeeming work, but a loving, self-abandoning commitment that constantly draws one near to the Lord Jesus in spiritual intimacy. Because we have faith in a specific person who died for us; 1 Thessalonians 5:10 tells us that “God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ”, our faith should become greater. Trust and obedience develop into loyalty and devotion; loyalty and devotion then should develop into an intense feeling of personal attachment to and love for the Lord Jesus Christ. Those who have faith in Christ live their lives in intimate union with their Lord, both in His death and resurrection. 
The ability to believe is because God gives to each man a measure of grace as a gift (Ephesians 4:7) so that he has the ability to believe the gospel message of the salvation God has provided through Jesus Christ. Grace is truly the character of God and His part in the salvation plan, but man’s responsibility is to believe the work that Jesus has done, and by faith to receive this free gift which has appeared to all men (Titus 2:11).
