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                                               The Need For Salvation                                                                                                                    

“And this is the testimony; that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.                                                          1 John 5:11

As we discussed on last week the salvation that God provided for us came through and by His Son Jesus Christ, and we will further take a look at the need for this salvation that was freely given to those of us who accepts Jesus as Lord and Savior.
The need for our salvation came as a result of the treasonous disobedient act of Adam in the Garden of Eden. This act of disobedience to God’s command brought the curse of God upon the entire created order, because all future generations inherited this sinful nature; and in the book of Exodus God established a law and in that law man cannot justify himself alone by his works. As a result God requires payment for all sins, and the penalty He demanded is death (Romans 6:23), not just physically, but also spiritually through eternal separation from Him. This law that God established in the book of Exodus required that a blood sacrifice was necessary to atone for sin. The first practice of this saving grace was when the children of Israel took the blood of a lamb, one without blemish, sacrificed it and applied the blood to the doorpost of their houses so the death angel would pass over them. They were covered, protected, delivered, saved by this blood (Exodus 12) from this sacrificial lamb that was without blemish; one that was perfect. This law that God established in the book of Exodus is that the only way to atone for sin is that the Lamb of God is to be pure, someone without sin who had to die on our behalf because there is nothing we can do for our salvation. We need a Savior to free us from the wrath of God, from the law that God established to deal with sin. For what we saw was the priest continually making sacrifice for the sins of the people, but the power of sin remained. These sacrifices only covered sin, but did not have the ability to free us from it’s’ dominion. Hebrews 10:4 Amp says that “the blood of bulls and goats is powerless to take sins away”, but only covered them. Thus God made provision for our salvation while we were still sinners (Romans 5:8).
God is a just God, thus He had to devise a plan that would affirm His holy nature, meet the requirements of His justice, and enable us to become members of His family: He sent His Son to accomplish our salvation.
Exodus was a shadow of the work needed to deliver and rescue us from the power of sin. In Exodus 12 we saw that the sacrifice had to be spotless in order to pay for our sins. Jesus is the person identified as the Lamb of God who would fulfill this. When John the Baptist saw Jesus he said in John 1:29 “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world”. Born a human being, Jesus lived a perfect life and fulfilled the Law. He alone qualified as the one who could satisfy divine justice. Jesus death permanently dealt with sin and ended the sacrificial system of the law. The blood of animals was never sufficient to take human sin but merely pointed to the coming sacrifice of Messiah. Hebrews 10:11-12 tells us “and every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifice, which can never take away sins: but this man, after that He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God”. Jesus Himself said in John 10:15 “I lay down my life for the sheep”. He said this because the plan was devised that He was the only sinless person that walked in the world and was qualified to die according to the prescription in Romans 6:23. God had to have a means of bringing His people back to Him, and He did it through reconciliation in His Son (II Corinthians 5:19). Jesus death was offered in the place of those who deserved the wrath of God. 
There is nothing that we could ever do that will satisfy the requirements of the law that was against sin. God being a holy and just God could and will not violate what He has established, so God in His great wisdom and love for us provided a Savior that would deliver us from sin and death. This is the testimony; that in Jesus Christ is eternal life. He made this available to us because of our need for salvation which stems from the love that God has for us so that He can bring us back into our rightful place; in fellowship with Him.  The need for salvation was because of sin, and it required a sacrifice that could not only cover our sins but remove the power that it had over us in our life without Him. Ephesians 2:1-6 sums this up: “and you hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sin; wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ (by grace ye are saved;) and hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus”. Jesus came to save that which was lost (Matthew 18:11) and restore us to a right relationship with God.
Sin entered into this world and provided a need for salvation; God who is love provided what we needed to be delivered, rescued, and saved from this power that sin had over us. Jesus is the only way that we can be delivered from this curse. So if you have not accepted this gospel message and understand that without Him as your Lord and Savior you are dead in sin and have a Need For Salvation today.          

