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                                                 The Process – Part 3                                         
“And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”                Romans 12:2

This week we would like to move forward from the work that God is doing within when He gives us a new heart which has given us the ability to operate just as Jesus did, and be effective. This new heart allows us to be sensitive to the things of God. We now with this new heart have the capacity to grow and become vessels that God can and will use to promote His kingdom, yet there is work for us to do on our part as God takes us through this process of change. As God has us on this wheel, and He is molding and shaping (Jeremiah 18:4), there still is a decision that we must make to yield to Him in this work that He desires to do in us. Our thinking must change, and this is our part in the process.
Our text tells us that for us to change our thinking we must renew our minds with the Word of God. The Amplified translation says, “but be transformed by the [entire] renewal of your mind [by its new ideas and its new attitude].” The trained polished soldier that we discussed previously had to change his idea and attitude of who he was and what his purpose was for him to understand and accept the change he needed to make. So, it is with us Christians; we must have our minds renewed to the things of God, so that we understand what is required of us to fulfill our purpose in life. Therefore, God takes us through this process of change to mold us into the likeness of His Son, just as He originally intended. That is why Jeremiah 18:4 says that the potter made the vessel “again another.” God intended for us to be in His likeness in the beginning, and because we were marred due to sin, He wants to make us “again” into what He originally intended us to be when He created man. He then called, we answered the call, and He gave us a new heart that is now sensitive to the things of God. He also deposited within us His divine nature, the Holy Spirit, to be our guide and helper. With all this we still must change the way we think before we can operate in that which God desires. Our minds must be changed from that old way of doing things, and the old way of how we operated in life period. Second Corinthians 5:17 tells us that “if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold all things are become new.” You are now a new creature: you have a new heart, the divine nature of God within you (2 Peter 1:4), the love of God has also been poured into your heart (Romans 5:5), and now you must renew your mind by the Word of God so that you can operate effectively in the kingdom of God by its principles and standards. 
 As we said earlier our thinking must change, and this is our part. This is a part of the process that requires us to do what God instructs us in His Word. We have the responsibility to change our way of thinking by spending time in the Word of God and meditating on it daily. We are new creatures in Christ, and we must take the time to read the instruction manual to know how we are to operate in God’s kingdom. It is through our intake of God’s Word that we reprogram our way of thinking to line up with what God is seeking in us. For us to be that effective witness for Christ we must change the way we have always operated. The Holy Spirit that we have within wants to guide us in the truth of God’s Word, and He needs something to navigate us by. The tool that He uses is the Word of God. The Word will instruct you how a Christian is to live his life in faith by trusting God. You were programmed by the world to do things your own way, relying on and trusting in your own ability, and you need the Word to change that old way of thinking. First Corinthians 2:14 says “which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Spirit teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.” Jesus said in John 6:63 that “the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” So, the Word of God is spiritual, and the Holy Spirit will guide you by these spiritual things, which is the Word of God. This is how He can guide you; by the very Word of God that you have within you. The Word will change the way you think. It, the Word, will give you the mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2:16) and tell you how you are to operate as this new creature. This process of change will not be possible if you do not renew your mind by the Word of God. Second Corinthians 3:18 lets us know that as we look into the Word daily, we are changed into the image of God from glory to glory. As we spend this time in this Word we become more and more like Jesus, and thus our actions will change as well. How would we know that God wants us to love our enemies if we never spend time in His Word? This is what the Holy Spirit does when we have the Word in us and allow Him to influence our thinking to line up with God’s Word. This process of change in our thinking requires that we spend this quality time in the Word daily. For you to put off the old man with its old ideas and attitudes, you must change the way you think. This is something that we must do ourselves. God cannot make us change or renew our minds, but we must do this through our diligent study of His Word. This process of transformation that God must take us through requires that we put forth the effort of looking into His Word daily so that we understand His ways. Then, we will begin to understand that He loves us and as Deuteronomy 8:16 says He wants “to do thee good at thy latter end.” This process of change is not to destroy you, but to develop you into a living epistle for Christ. So, only if you renew your mind with the Word of God will you be able to” prove what is that good and acceptable, and perfect will of God.” You have the heart that enables you to be sensitive to the things of God, you have the Holy Spirit ready to lead and guide you, now you only need to change your way of thinking by the Word of God and be prepared to do all that God desires of you.

 As we continue to study this process of change God has been showing me one of the things that hinder change in some people’s lives. For the past few weeks, I have seen how people are still holding on to worldly things, such as secular music, and hanging out at bars drinking. I have noticed repeatedly how Christians are caught up in secular music with lyrics that are contrary to God’s Word, and movies and television that oppose His Word. These things move people ‘s emotions and cause them to stay stuck in their past and unable to move forward. I asked God what the significance of this was, and He said that you cannot feed the Holy Spirit with these ungodly things and expect to change. He said that He will not receive them, therefore you see no growth, and thus they display a part-time godly lifestyle and a worldly one as well. This is what it means to be carnal; saved but not growing spiritually. To remove any feelings of being critical and judgmental because of the things I was seeing He reminded me of 1 Peter 1:15 “but as He which hath called you is holy, be ye holy in all manner of conversation. “The Amplified says “be holy in all your conduct and manner of living.”  God in 1 Thessalonians 4:7 again instruct us, “For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.”  We are to live holy lives that are pleasing and acceptable to God, and this comes only through the renewing of our minds.
