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                                             Stripped Clean

 “Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian: and 
 he led the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, 
 even to Horeb”                                                             Exodus 3:1
History books provide us with a remarkable account of Moses’ life divided into three forty-year periods. He spent the first forty years as a prince in Pharaoh’s court, then the next forty as a shepherd in Midian, and the last as the leader of the Nation of Israel. As we look at Moses’ life when he received his commission to lead the children out of Egypt we will continue our discussion on the process of sanctification and the cleansing that God does within to prepare us to serve Him whole-heartedly.
Sanctification is the process whereby the believer is cleansed through a series of steps and actions toward a particular aim; which is holiness. This process of being made holy results in a changed lifestyle for the believer. Sanctification is the process in which a believer’s life should be cleansed of all filthiness of the spirit and flesh that once caused unrighteous living and is now separated from sin and set apart to God. What God seeks to accomplish through this process is holy living for the believer. I Thessalonians 4:7 tells us “for God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness”. God who is holy, exists in the realm of the holy, and all that pertains to Him must also come into that same realm of holiness (I Peter 1: 15, 16). We through this process of sanctification are cleansed from the pollution of sin and separated so that we can enter into and dwell in this same realm of holiness that God resides in.
When Moses was forced to flee from Egypt after he murdered the Egyptian, he was then separated from a life of sinful pleasures that he was raised in as a prince in Pharaoh’s palace. Egypt represents the world and sin, and this is the beginning of the process of change in the life of a believer; to be separated from sin. God wants to remove us from those corrupting influences that had us in bondage to sin. Those forty years of solitude alone with God tending to sheep was the beginning of the preparation that God had do within Moses so that he was free from the lifestyle of sin experienced in the palace. God stripped the world out of him to prepare him for his assignment. In the process of cleansing and purging, God wants to strip the world out of us as well. All the sinful desires and pleasures that caused us to have those corrupt behaviors and habits, God must remove them so that He can instill within us His ways. Many days I have had to sit alone with only God as my companion. God was working within to purify me by crucifying any desire for that old corrupt lifestyle that I once lived in. This time alone with God is a time of growth and development to learn total dependence and trust on God for all that you need. It’s in this time of hidden brokenness that we learn humility and character, while leadership development takes place. The process is to remove anything from our life that opposes God and His Word so that we can make that change which will cause us to live a life of purity as God desires. 
Sanctification is all about us leaving the corruption of the world and coming to God and receiving His amazing grace to work in our life and purify us for devoted service to Him. God called Moses out of a burning bush after He saw that Moses turned aside to see what it was (Exodus 3:3, 4). He left what he was doing; tending sheep, to see what this was amazing sight of a bush burning but not being consumed, and God spoke to him as he turned to see. This is the place where we leave those things that we had been attending to in our life which had not brought us any satisfaction, and we come to God giving Him the opportunity to speak to our hearts. As God calls, we then must look in His Word and see what He has to say about our condition and then line up with Him as He works to strip the old man out of us so that He can work His good pleasure within us. Sanctification is God’s cleansing process to make us into that which He created us to be; the very image of His Son. He will use what is available to strip us of our worldly desires. He showed me that my years in college when I was away from family, and that old corrupt dark lifestyle that I had previously been living, was a time when He was attempting to strip the world out of me, but I didn’t answer the call and had to experience more years of worldly living that caused me more pain and misery before I finally answered His call. Those years away from that life I can remember were years of peace and a time to ponder over my life. I’m sure that those days Moses spent alone were days that he spent pondering over his life and the things that had happened to first of all land him in the palace, then the incident which caused him to flee Egypt, and now found himself all alone out in the desert tending sheep. But when he approached that burning bush God spoke to him and his life’s journey to that point was revealed to him. This time alone, the stripping of that old life from him was all for the purpose of leading God’s people out of the affliction they suffered in Egypt. The pleasures of sin had been stripped from him and God told him to take the shoes off his feet because the place in which he was standing now with God was holy (Exodus 3:5). He gave Moses the revelation here that He was holy, and all that approach Him must be free from sin and thus able to approach Him in this place of holiness as well. God wants to strip us of the sin in our life; for Isaiah 59:2 say that it is our iniquities’ that separate us from God and our sin which cause Him to not hear our cry. Sanctification then is a work that God does in us only when we turn from a life of sin and come to Him. It is the separation from the old world to God. We are set apart to God in our conversion, and we are then to live out that dedication to Him in holiness that comes as we turn from sin and allow Him to strip us clean through this process. Moses went on to do a devoted work for the Lord, but it was only after he answered the call of God and allowed himself to be Stripped Clean.
The Word of God makes the believer clean (John 15:3); it is what sanctifies you, because when you believe what the Word says about your condition and you repent of it, and turn to God, He will begin this process of washing, and purging, and stripping away the uncleanness that may be in your life. Come to Him and let Him do a new thing in you.

