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                                                Not By Works

“Who hath saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began”                      2 Timothy 1:9

We ended last weeks discussion on salvation by saying that the Christian life is summed up in the grace of God. Salvation from beginning to end is all of grace, and necessary because of man’s total inability to do anything to save himself and also because of his unworthiness to be saved. To drive home the message of grace it is then necessary to clearly explain that there can be no mixture of grace and works to save you, but only by grace through faith can you receive salvation.
Romans 11:6 is clear that salvation is by grace alone: “and if by grace, then it is no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then it is no more grace: otherwise work is no more work.” Grace is God giving us that which we don’t deserve; His Son as a sacrifice for our sins. This grace, which is the unmerited favor and empowerment of God, is not something that we can earn or anything that we deserve, but clearly came as a result of God’s desire to have us back into a place of divine fellowship with Him. This is God’s purpose that our text speaks of; providing a way to return us to our original intent, which is to praise, honor and serve Him. Nothing that we can do will ever be enough to save us from the wrath of God that was against us due to the fallen state of man after Adam’s transgression in the garden. The bible is clear as it repeatedly explains to us that our works cannot save us. For example, 2 Timothy 1:9 says He saved us “not according to our works.” Ephesians 2:9 repeats: “not of works, lest any man should boast.” Romans 9:11 explains “for the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of Him that called”, and Titus 3:5 where He said, “not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us.” There is nothing that we can add to this simple equation: believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and accept His sacrificial atoning work and you will be saved. The work of a believer for salvation is John 6:29 where Jesus said “…This is the work of God, that you believe on Him Whom He has sent.” The only work that saves is that we believe on the sacrificial work which Jesus did for us when he died on the Cross as a ransom for our sins. 
Now we will take a moment to discuss works because we don’t want to seem to be discouraging good works. Ephesians 2:10 tells us how God is doing a work in us because we were created in Christ Jesus unto good works, so that we could be faithful in them. We are not saved by works but we are saved to good works. Whenever God by His grace implants good principles, they are intended to be for good works. Look at Titus 3:8 where it reads, “This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works.” When the grace of God is opened up to men there is the necessity of good works as our duty because this is not a bare-naked faith that has saved us, but a operative working faith bringing forth the fruit of righteousness. James 2:14-26 explains this concept for us how our faith must be a working faith. He says in verse 17, “even so faith, if it hath not works is dead, being alone.” The faith in God’s redemptive plan that saved you is a working faith that will cause you to desire to walk worthy of the Lord in all pleasing which in turn produces good works. James is clear to explain this is verse 18: “Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: show me thy faith without works, and I will show thee my faith by my works.” Your works will flow from your faith and be the evidence of its existence. Faith is the root, and good works are the fruits, and we must see to it that we have both.
Works must be in the saved, but not among the cause of his salvation. Faith and all saving graces are God’s free gift and His work only. To receive this grace of God requires that you have faith in what His Word says about salvation and how it was obtained. Again, the only work that is required of us is to believe in what the bible says that Jesus did to save us. John 6:29 was very interesting to me on this subject of works with salvation. Look at it: “Jesus answered and said unto them, this is the work of God, that you believe on Him Whom He hath sent.” This was Jesus’ reply to the question they asked Him in 6:28 about what works of God should they do. God by His great mercy and compassion saved us not on the merit of anything we have done, but solely based on the work that He provided for us through this sacrificial work of His Son to satisfy His righteous justice. This is the work that we are to do; believe on the Lord Jesus. Everything around you will attempt to steal your faith, and Jesus said that we are to toil to hold on to the faith that we have in the work that He did on that cross on our behalf. You will be introduced to many messages on the many ways to get to God, and it is a commandment from God for you to contend for the faith (Jude 3) that has brought you salvation. 
There are no works of righteousness that you could ever do that will save you other than believing on the Lord Jesus Christ and the sacrificial work that He has done. We are made righteous only by accepting Jesus. We leave you with 2 Corinthians 5:21 where it says, “for He (God) hath made Him (Jesus) to be sin for us, who (Jesus) knew no sin; that we (the believers) might be made the righteousness of God in Him (Jesus).” Nothing else will do it.
