                                                 Repentance Leads To Salvation

“For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death”   2 Corinthians 7:10

We have come along week by week discussing the need for salvation as well as the way in which it was provided. We are well aware that salvation comes only through the sacrificial work of Jesus Christ. We saw that because of the sin that entered into this world system that God devised a plan in which He came to redeem us from the curse and make atonement for us. His death restored, and reconciled us back into a right relationship with God once we accept and receive what His death provided for us. 
Repentance refers to a deeply seated and though turning from self to God, and is an essential element in the salvation experience. It occurs when a radical turning to God takes place. It means a change of mind. It’s when you have changed your mind to the life you have lived and realize that you are a sinner in need of a Savior. It’s a decision to turn from ones sin, because to accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, who is the only one who can save you, is to confess that you are a sinner and need help to be freed from the power that sin had over you. The message of repentance was at the heart of Jesus mission. For in Luke 5:32 He said, “I came not to call the righteous, but the sinners to repentance.” This call to repentance is a call to absolute surrender to the purposes of God and to live in this awareness; that you are a sinner in need of help. In this call to God for repentance there must be a willful determination to turn from a life of sin and self-rule to a life ruled by God and lived in His righteousness. This is a total turn to God through faith in Jesus Christ and the sacrificial atoning work that He did on that cross providing reconciliation for you.
There are those who will display a sorrow for there sins and cry out to God in this sorry only to return to sin again. This is what our text describes as worldly sorrow. This is a bleeding heart that feels regret and pain over something but not to the point of wanting to make a change, and turn from this way of life. Sin brings with it pain, suffering and misery as well as the pleasures mentioned in Hebrews 11:25 that last only for a season. After the season of pleasure comes the down side and this is when some will cry out only to return to it once again. This is worldly sorrow, and it leads to death. Sorry for sin is not the equivalent to salvation. Sorrow does not correct wrongs or change anyone’s heart. However sorrow can be the first step in a return to a faithful life. The value on one’s sorrow is dependent on what he does next. If a person’s sorrow is accompanied by a genuine change in his mind to pursue the things of God, together with a change of behavior which reflects that outlook, his sorrow has been used of God to produce repentance that is leading him to salvation. Repentance is a gift that only God can give (Acts 5:31/11:18) and is evidence that God is working in his heart. The ones with worldly sorrow are the ones in which the Word fell on stony ground who have no root in themselves and only endure for a while then fall away, but godly sorrow allows the Word to penetrate into the very inner being of a man (Hebrews 4:12) so that it produces repentance that leads to salvation. 

Repentance can be said to have occurred when someone has been convicted of the reality of their personal sinfulness, rejects, and renounces that life of sin, and turns to God through faith in Jesus Christ. Again it takes a godly sorrow to precede salvation; that sorrow which leads to a change of mind and heart, and where the heart and mind is changed, the life and actions will be changed too. This change is what is necessary to bring us into the conformity of God’s will. Therefore godly sorrow along with humility is necessary for repentance, and both of them are from God, the giver of all grace. 
Today we invite you to repent of your sins and turn to God for this free gift of salvation that His Son Jesus Christ died for you to have. He shed His blood to redeem you from the curse of sin and made the atonement to put you back into the place you were created to be. Nothing that you can do of your own can save you other than the acceptance of His sacrificial work by faith in Him. In Acts 20:21 Paul says that he has been “testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

We always would like to encourage you to make God the priority in your life. Spend time with Him daily in prayer and fellowship, giving attention to His Word. Allow Him to direct and guide by His love into His fullness of life. We love you and our prayers are with you.

