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                                                 Living Clean

 “But now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your 
 fruit unto holiness and the end everlasting life”           Romans 6:22

Sanctification is the process whereby the believer is cleansed through a series of steps and actions towards a particular aim; which is holiness. It is the process of being made holy which results in a changed lifestyle for the believer. Sanctification is the process in which a believer’s life should be cleansed of all filthiness of the flesh and spirit that has caused unrighteous living. Through this process we are to step away from sin and come to God which will result in clean living. Romans 6:19 further instructs: “for as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness.” What God seeks to accomplish through this process of sanctification is holy living for the believer. Since God, who is holy (I Peter 1:15), exists in the realm of the holy, all that pertains to Him must also come into that same realm of holiness. Sanctification is the process to make us holy by cleansing us from the pollution of sin, and separating us so that we can enter into this realm that God resides in.

Living clean then is a life in which we have turned away from sin and come to God allowing Him to purge us of the old filthiness in our lives; those habits and behavior that are corrupt. God begins this work, but it also requires cooperation on our part. As we look into His Word and He reveals to us those things that have corrupted our lives we then have the responsibility of making the necessary changes to assist in this work. It will require us changing things, avoiding some things, leaving some things, and adding new things in our life. The first and most important thing that we must do to live a clean life is change our way of thinking. Romans 12:2 says, “but be ye transformed (changed) by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” We must learn about the way we were living, and how it opposed what God has said about how we are to live. Then, our mind must be renewed to the things of God, by the Word of God, so that we change the way we think about the things in our life so that we can make the change and live a life of purity just as God desires. Next, we will need to avoid those things of our past behavior and habits. There were people and places that will not agree with what you have now discovered about the clean life you should be living. Proverbs 4:14, 15 instructs: “enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass away.” This may be one of the most difficult areas for a believer to understand and receive. It may require you separating yourself from love ones who have not made the decision to follow Christ as you have at this time. We tend to want to rationalize this area because of the closeness, but anything that opposes the Word of God needs to be removed from your life. Just as oil and water does not mix, so does the life of a person who is following Christ and one who is living in corruption and unrighteousness daily. Ephesians 5:11 says “and have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.” It will only hinder your spiritual growth and pose the threat of corrupting your good manners. As you remove all those old corrupt things in your life you must replace them with things that are new and line up with God and His Word. We are to walk in newness of life, and everything in our life must now be new. Second Corinthians 5:17 tells us, “if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold all things are become new.” Everything must become new so that you now agree with those people, places and things of like faith that will encourage and edify you to pursue a life of clean living. So many hinder their growth, and never go beyond a babe in the faith because they won’t let go of old people, places, and things to embrace all that God has for them, which can only be obtained when they move past the old corrupt familiar and move ahead to the deeper spiritual things of God and enter into this realm of holiness where He resides. James 4:8 explains how: “Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, you double minded.” You can’t receive what God has for you unless you pursue clean living. He says in James 1:21 Amp as well to “get rid of all uncleanness and the rampant outgrowth of wickedness, and in a humble (gentle, modest) spirit receive and welcome the Word which implanted and rooted [in your hearts] contain the power to save your souls.” The work of cleansing begins when the believer takes the time to look into the Word and confesses his sinfulness to God asking for the help that he needs to be free from this condition. We look into the Word, and it shows us this uncleanness, and we must then turn from it. Second Corinthians 7:1 says, “let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”  Our business is to wash ourselves from sin by repenting of it and turning from it to God. The Word of God makes the believer clean; it is what sanctifies you because when you believe what the Word says about your condition, repent of it, and turn to God, He will begin this process of washing, and purging you of the uncleanness that may be in your life. This washing and purging is the removing of those things that are not desirable, the things that are impure in the sight of God and 2 Timothy 2:21 instructs us that if we would purge ourselves of the corrupting influences in our lives then we will be vessels that are profitable to God and make our life one of clean living.
We would like to encourage you to examine your life to see if you are allowing corrupting influences to hinder you from receiving all that God has provided for you. Jesus said that He came that we may have an abundant life, and we must remove ourselves from any and everything that will prevent us from having just that. Seek to live a life that is clean and well pleasing to God. 

