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                                                      Grace Enables

         “Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have

         grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly 

         fear”                                                                    Hebrews 12:28

Grace is the undeserved acceptance and love received from another. Although the biblical words for “grace” are used in a variety of ways, the most characteristic use of it is to refer to an undeserved favor granted by a superior to an inferior. When we speak of it as divine grace towards mankind, it refers to the undeserved favor of God given in providing salvation for those deserving condemnation. While grace is most frequently spoken of as a commodity, that is distributed and such it is. But first and foremost, grace is a description of the character of God, which is displayed by His gifts to men, and these gifts enable man to serve God with reverence.

Grace can be defined as God’s unmerited favor. It is God’s free action for the benefit of His people. God’s grace can be compared to the pardon that a governor of a state can grant to a guilty prisoner who is facing execution (the punishment of death) for something that he or she did. We are all deserving of death because all of us have sinned (Romans 3:23/6:23), yet God because of His character, offers us a pardon (grace). Jesus died for us so that we could live, but His death can be our “salvation only if we accept it by faith. 

The New Testament word for “grace” is the Greek word “charis.” After a long history in secular Greek, it came to be used in an ethical sense of a favor done freely without any claim or expectation of something in return. When the Old Testament was translated into Greek, “charis” was used to translate the Hebrew “chen” and thus in biblical Greek came to be associated with an objective relation of undeserved favor given by a superior to an inferior. Grace is simply God’s unmerited favor towards man that is continuous, and an inexhaustible supply that is never interrupted. Our salvation which we live by, and under, comes as a gift of God’s grace. Ephesians 2:8 says that “by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.” While grace in salvation is God’s part, faith is man’s responsibility. Faith in Jesus Christ is God’s requirement for receiving His free gift of salvation. Thus, our salvation comes as a gift of God’s grace and is appropriated by the response of faith, because “we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God” (Romans 5:2). The Christian life that Jesus came and died for believers to live (John 10:10) is possible simply by the grace of God. Grace enables man to live the life God desires for him. Jesus said in John 6:44 that “no man can come unto me except the Father which hath sent Me draw him.” Then, in Galatians 1:15, 16 the apostle Paul gave testimony that God called him by grace to reveal His Son Jesus to him. This salvation that we have freely obtained came to us as a result of God calling us because of grace, to save us by grace (Ephesians 2:8). There is no work man can ever do (Ephesians 2:9) to receive this grace apart from the work of believing on the One whom God sent (John 6:29) to provide this salvation for us through His death. Paul furthered his testimony in 1 Corinthians 15:10 about the revelation he had received about God‘s grace. He understood that it was God’s grace that allowed him to live life free from the wrath that was previously against him because of his inherited sin nature before his conversion (Acts 9). Grace had called him out of the darkness he once lived in through ignorance, and grace had given me a new life through the Cross. Grace enabled him to proclaim, “by the grace of God I am what I am: and His grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain.” This grace, which was so freely given to him through faith, had enabled him to live life to the full, with the assurance of eternal riches after he left this earth. Paul understood that everything he overcame in this new life was because of God’s grace. The liberty in which he stood daily came as a result of God’s grace (Galatians 5:1). Grace strengthened him in his weakness so that he could continue to labor for the Lord without reservation or fear (2 Corinthian 12:9), because God through His grace caused him to have all sufficiency to do the work he was called to
 (2 Corinthians 9:8). This same grace that Paul experienced is available to us today. Ephesians 4:7 reminds us that “unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.” Christ paid the ransom which delivered us from the bondage that death held us under, so that we could freely receive and enjoy this grace. God’s grace enables man to worship and serve Him in a right manner. Every good and perfect gift which God bestows on man is for the service of His kingdom. These gifts are given to man without repentance (Romans 11:29), but with a purpose (2 Timothy 1:9); which is to serve Him with reverence and fear. Gifts are given by grace so that man can live in abundance, to the fill, till it overflows. Grace enables man to live life as Jesus did; having a devoted love and worship for the Father, and compassion for others. And it is by grace that we today can, and must serve Him in the same manner. Ephesians 2:10 tells us that by God’s grace we were predestined (planned beforehand) to walk in this good life He made ready for us. The enablement to fulfill what He preordained is available to us daily at His throne of grace. Hebrews 4:16 Amplified spells it out like this: “Let us then fearlessly and confidently and boldly draw near to the throne of grace (the throne of God’s unmerited favor to sinners), that we may receive mercy [for our failures] and find grace to help in good time for every need [appropriate help and well-timed help, coming just when we need it]”. Grace enables us to be all that God needs us to be if we will receive it by faith.
