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                                                 The Process                                           
“Who fed thee in the wilderness with manna, which thy fathers knew not, that
He might humble thee, and that He might prove thee, and do thee good at thy
 latter end”                                                 Deuteronomy 8:16

So many times we as believers start out on this Christian journey in great expectation of what we want God to do in our lives and for us, and we don’t really understand that God first has to take us through a process of growth so that we can handle and be effective in what He has called us to be and do. Today we have this microwave mentality and expect to see instant results in our walk with God. Too often people will step out in ignorance, get ahead of God, and consequently will not be fully prepared for the task at hand. In order to be effective we must allow God to take us through this process of growth and development so that we are adequately prepared for all that we will be faced with in this life of faith.
Regardless of what your calling in life you can expect to be tested, better yet count on it; because John 16:33 tells us that we will have tribulations in this life. God understood we would so He takes us through this process of growth so that we are tested and approved, and therefore, afterwards we can be effective as a witness for the kingdom. Second Corinthians 3:18 reads, “but we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” This is a process of change that takes place from test to test, and trial to trial. We grow during these hard times and learn to become dependent on the sufficiency of God. This is how He takes us through and brings us to maturity; purging and cleansing us from all impurities so that we are standing, battle approved Christians ready to do His will. Second Peter 3:18 instructs us to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” It is the knowledge of God and His ways that enable us to understand Him and allow Him to take us through this period of growth. We must spend time in His Word daily so that we truly understand that He will never leave us, nor forsake us, during these trying times, but has a purpose in these things that we are experiencing in this developmental stage of our walk. This is the knowledge we must grow into so that we do not crumble but stand strong. We must grow through our knowledge of God and His ways to be able to fulfill our calling and be an effective witness for the kingdom. This process may involve a period that is not comfortable, but very necessary to be all that God needs us to be. I remember the slogan they use in the army which says, “be all that you can be.” Then they always show you a polished, well trained soldier. Now we know that soldier didn’t start out like that but had to go through a process of training to get to that place where he was a trained and prepared soldier. So, it is in the kingdom of God. We must go through this process so that we can be polished soldiers ready and approved for the battle. This is a process that requires time for you to be developed and then approved. We His servants, must go through this period of transformation from that old man to the new so that you are prepared to stand and be effective witnesses during trying times. Second Timothy 1:9 says God “who hath saved us, and called us with holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began.” God does have a purpose for each one of us, but we must be prepared and fitted for it. He will use the things that happen in our life to prepare us for this purpose in which we were called. (Romans 8:28) We must fully understand that growth takes place in the valley. It is in these lowly states in which we learn humility and to depend on God for all that we need. This, these lowly states, is a place where He can get through and work His good pleasure in us that He so desires. You will never be able to withstand the storms you will continue to face until you go through the storms of life tested and approved. When God brings you to a place of humility, whether it is of our own doing or by His permissive will to fulfill His purpose, He then can not only test your faith, but also build it up. We know that an untried faith is an unreliable faith. Our text says that He wants to prove us so that He can do us good at our latter end. In that same chapter of Deuteronomy 8 in verse 2 it says He wants to know what is in our hearts. He builds our faith through these trials so that He can ultimately transform us into the likeness of His Son. (Romans 8:29) This process is to develop us into humble, obedient, compassionate servants that will be effective in kingdom work.
Our walk with God is a process that happens over a period of time so that we can grow into the likeness of His Son Jesus Christ and operate in the love of God. Patience is the key to the process. James 1:4 says, “but let patience have her perfect work, that you may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.” You need to patiently allow God to take you through this process so that He gets the desired results for you to fulfill His purpose for your life. We must spend time in His Word daily and become knowledgeable of God and His ways and then understand that this process is necessary for our growth so that we can be mature and effective witnesses.
.

Commit to spend time with God daily. Study His Word, pray with Him daily and meditate on His Word. You then put yourself in a position to hear from Him.   
