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                                                    Amazing Grace

         “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it

         is the gift of God”                                                       Ephesians 2:8 

Grace, God’s unmerited favor, is what sums up the Christian life. Grace is the undeserved acceptance and love received from another. Although the biblical words for “grace” are used in a variety of ways, the most characteristic use of it is to refer to an undeserved favor granted by a superior to an inferior. It is the thing that forms the basis of all God’s relationship with man and His activity in behalf of man, because salvation from beginning to end is all of grace. It was God’s willingness to get involved that granted us this grace. When we speak of it as divine grace towards mankind, it refers to the undeserved favor of God given in providing salvation for those deserving condemnation. Grace is the redeeming activity of God that manifests itself in the redemptive work of Christ by which sinners are forgiven and accepted by God; for John 1:17 says “grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.”
The New Testament word for “grace” is the Greek word “charis.” After a long history in secular Greek, it came to be used in an ethical sense of a favor done freely without any claim or expectation of something in return.  Grace is simply God’s unmerited favor towards man that is continuous, an inexhaustible supply that is never interrupted. Our salvation which we live by, and under, comes as a gift of God’s grace.
Grace is not some deep theological concept that is difficult to comprehend, yet this is the place where most people struggle in their life of faith. For so long it has been difficult for people to understand that our God, who is love (1 John 4:8), does everything according to what He is; LOVE. People tend to find it difficult to accept the grace of God. They feel unworthy of His love and forgiveness while grace is the favor He has chosen to show towards man who is truly undeserving of it, because God decided before the foundation of the earth “that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness towards us through Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:7). God is omniscience and not in the dark about His people and the life we had lived in rebellion against Him. God knows that at one time we “were in bondage under the elements of the world” (Galatians 4:3) because of the sin nature we all inherited from Adam. “But when the fullness of time was come, God sent forth His Son…to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons” (Galatians 4:4). We were adopted into His royal family based on Christ’s sacrificial work on the cross “while we were yet sinners” (Romans 5:8). At the cross we were delivered from the power of this world, and have received redemption through His shed blood; all because of God’s grace, His Amazing Grace. 

The word amazing means that it is so extraordinary or wonderful that is barely believable and causes extreme surprise. Our God who is holy and pure, showed toward sinful man an undeserving favor that is continuous, will never be exhausted, and can never be interrupted. The bible says that the gifts and calling of God are without repentance (Romans 11:29), therefore, He will never withdraw or change His mind about those to whom He has given His grace. Many people alienate themselves from God because they cannot grasp hold of what His grace means. All mankind is born into the world deserving condemnation (Job 14:1/Psalm 51:5), “but God who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ” (Ephesians 2:4, 5) all because of the unmerited favor He decided to show us. It was the grace of God that planned this salvation for us in eternity past before the foundation of the world (Ephesians 1:4; 2 Timothy 1:9). Grace provided our salvation in the historical death of Christ. It is this Amazing Grace that enables one to appropriate salvation, for grace calls one to salvation, reveals Christ, and even gives the faith which is the condition of salvation (Galatians 1:6, 15; Ephesians 2:8, 9).It is the grace of God that calls and then equips one for service in the Christian life. And while it may be difficult for some to grasp hold of the idea of God showing favor to an individual who is undeserving, it never ceases to be available to us in our time of need. Grace can not be earned by your good works (Ephesians 2:9), nor does anything that YOU feel disqualify you and will prevent Him from extending this grace to you. God gives grace because He loves each and everyone of us and is “not willing that any should perish, but that all will come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9) by accepting His grace by faith. He knows we don’t deserve it, yet is willing to give to us His grace so that we will have all sufficiency in our Christian life to do good works. His grace is truly amazing, and has been given to us all in proportion to the measure of the gift of Christ (Ephesians 4:7).  
Regardless of where you are today, the grace of God, this Amazing Grace is always available to you. We tend to ask ourselves at times, “How could God….when I have been so wrong?”, but this is what makes His grace so amazing; He loves us, protects, and provides in spite of what we have done, so that He can continue to show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness towards us.
