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                                                               Faith In Your Hope

          “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen”

                                                                                                         Hebrews 11:1

In the kingdom of God there is a law of faith (Romans 3:27) that every born again believer is to live his life by. It is a spiritual law that operates and functions in the kingdom of God by the principles that God has established. Many have tried to say that faith is a movement, or that it is just for a season, but the bible is clear in describing faith as the way of life for the believer, it is a lifestyle. The bible repeats throughout that the just, those declared righteous because of their acceptance and union with Jesus Christ (Romans 5:1), shall live their life by this law of faith (Hab 2:4/Rom 1:17/Gal 3:11/Heb 10:38). We obtain our faith from the Word of God: Romans 10:17 states that “faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” That day that you heard the gospel message preached and God touched you heart with that message, God then gave you a measure of faith (Romans 12:3) that caused you to believe what you heard. Because you believed the Word preached to you about the saving grace of Jesus, you then opened your mouth and made the confession that Jesus is Lord, because you believed in your heart the message that God raised Him from the dead and you received your salvation (Romans 10:9, 10), causing the Holy Spirit to move in you and give life to your once dead spirit. And because of this indwelling of the Holy Spirit you now have the ability to understand the gospel message and grow in the grace and knowledge of our Savior Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:18) to develop your faith.
Faith has been defined as the practical expression of your confidence in God and His Word. When we speak of faith we must be careful to make it plain that although believing is a part of faith, it is more than just the believing. Look at this illustration: a man dying of thirst has a glass of water in front of him. He believes that if he drinks that glass of water that he will live, but he never picks up the glass to drink the water and he dies. His believing alone was not enough to save him, but it required some action on his part in order for what he believed to work for him. So it is with faith; it is not just the believing, but it is the practical expression that is displayed by your action to what you believe. It requires you to have confidence in God and His Word to the point that you give the correct corresponding action to what you believe. You believe God for healing, so you make the confession that you are healed by the stripes of Jesus in the face of a negative report or even if you are experiencing pain. You are confident that God will perform His Word so you continue to make your confession of healing until it has manifested. Your build your confidence spending time with God’s Word until what you believe becomes more real to you than what you can perceive in the natural. Faith is us calling those things which be not as though they were (Romans 4:17) just as God did. This is the action of faith; it deals in the now even though you can’t see it yet. What we believe and have developed confidence in by faith is more real than what we can see, so our practical expression to what we believe is to act on it now, speaking of it as if it already exists.
Since faith resides in the now, the present tense, it allows you to receive what you believe at the moment of belief, prayer and confession of it. Faith comes by hearing the Word of God, and apart from the Word you cannot have faith. Faith then is in your hope that you find in the Word. Hope now is the goal setter; it is that thing which faith will fill. Hope is always in the future, while faith is now, the present tense. Take a look at our text: it reads “now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen”. The word “substance” in the original Greek translation means assurance, certainty, confidence, or confirmation. In the Word of God you found hope (Psalm 119:81), for example by “His stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). Hope is a want or expectation, a confident desire, a trust. This Word that you have found pertaining to your situation gives you an expectation, a confident desire and trust of what you desire for this situation. This hope is a future expectation of what you desire to happen. This scripture now becomes the confirmation, the assurance of that thing which you believe you will receive. You believe this Word, and expect to receive it because you have confidence that God will perform His Word in your life, so you hold on to the confirmation, this scripture, which is your hope of what you believe to receive. Your faith allows you to receive it now by calling those things which be not manifested as if it already has. Your practical expression is your attitude and behavior towards what you believe: 2 Corinthians 5:7 says that the believer walks by faith and not by sight; what is perceived by the natural senses. Faith is a spiritual concept.  You believe you are healed, so you confess that you are healed, you walk like you are healed, because you believe that faith will fill your hope of by His stripes you are healed. Your faith is in what you hope for, which is the Word of God, and the scripture then becomes your confirmation that you have what you confess because God’s Word cannot fail (Mark 13:31). This scripture, by the stripes of Jesus is your hope; it is your assurance that faith will fill this expectation. When situations and circumstances try to sway you from what you believe, you go back to the Word, your confirmation, and hold on to what you have received when you first believed. Faith has to have something to fill. So if you don’t have the Word of God on a situation, then faith has nothing to work towards. Hope has to exist before you can have faith.
One of the goals of scripture is to produce hope in our life (Romans 15:4), and likewise our objective for spending time in the Word is to gather hope. The Word produces hope and it is filled by our faith.   

