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                                            Religion Or Relationship                            
For our text on this subject we would like to use Luke 17:11-19 to discuss the need of a relationship with God rather than following the tradition of religion. So many people in the church are caught up in the tradition of church and tend to follow the majority who are following these long-established customs or beliefs rather than seeking to know God personally and intimately.
Those ten lepers in our text, who the Jews through their shallow knowledge of God believed to be diseased because of some particular sin, and that this showed God’s displeasure towards them, they lifted up their voices and cried out to Jesus to have mercy on them. It said in verse 12 that they “stood afar off.” This is the mindset that was instilled in them through their custom of religion that said they were to keep their distance. They believed themselves to have sinned and thus it caused separation. We know today that sin in our life causes separation from God, and in our time of distress we too will cry out to God from afar to help us out of our trouble understanding that according to His mercy and longsuffering He is our very present help in our time of trouble (Psalm 46:1). Jesus spoke to them and told them to go and show themselves to the priests. In their act of obedience to the Word of God they were cleansed (verse 14). Then the nine continued on toward their tradition, which was to show yourself to the priests who could pronounce your healing. But the one turned back when he knew that he was healed and with a loud voice glorified God. This man, at that very moment had a revelation of the awesome healing power of Jesus and came back to glorify Him. He did not do as the others, and follow the tradition of religion by going to the priest to offer sacrifices for their healing (Leviticus 14), but rather, he came back to the one who holds all power of healing. He came to give thanks to God and fell at his feet (verse 16), humble and meek, knowing that he needed to know the Healer Himself. He had no further need to follow tradition, for he was at the feet of the great High Priest and had no further need to offer a sacrifice; for through this revelation he knew that he was in the presence of the Lamb of God that would be offered for him.
Moses in Exodus 33:13 asked God to “show me Your way, that I may know You.” There was a tradition that Moses held in meeting God in the tabernacle and offering sacrifices for the people and himself. He had seen all these great miracles performed by God through him, but Moses sought to go past the traditional way so that he could know God through a personal and intimate relationship. Through this intimate relationship he could know Him and His motivations, His reasoning’s and principles that cause him to act the way He 
does. Moses sought a relationship with God that went beyond duty and service, but one that would be personal and intimate. 
Of the many that receive mercy from God, there are but few, very few, that returns to give thanks in a right manner. The nine were satisfied to go on with tradition and return to continue life as they knew it before. This is the same with those who are caught up in church tradition today. We tend to follow the comfortable norm of this is how it has always been done. Just as the nine lepers continued on without any desire to know the one who rendered the healing to them, so we today in the tradition of church will do likewise. Yes God answers our cries for help and will not just heal us, but He desires to make us whole in every way. In Jeremiah 30:17 God said, “for I will restore health unto you, and I will heal you of your wounds.” This word “health” means restoring to soundness: wholeness. God not only wants to heal us, but He desires to make us whole as well (John 5:6). This wholeness comes through an intimate relationship with God, growing in the grace and knowledge of Him (2 Peter 3:18), and daily looking into the mirror (the Word) thereby being “changed into the same image (of God) from glory to glory” (2 Corinthians 3:18). It is through our constant seeking of God and being in His ever-healing presence that we come to be made whole.
These nine had a cure for their leprosy, and received it by the power of Christ in comparison to their distress and in answer to their prayer, but went their way to follow the tradition of the church. These nine were the Jews who supposed that healing was entitled to them just as we today suppose we are owed something from God. So many today have received healing from the Lord only to follow the ways of tradition and never find a need to come to that place of seeking to know the one who miraculously healed them. But this one man, a Samaritan, realized that in his brokenness he didn’t deserve God’s mercy, received the revelation that he needed a Savior, and by his faith in God, and His power, was made whole. That’s the difference in his healing as opposed to the others, he received his by faith. The church, or tradition, believes that they are entitled to their healing or prosperity, so never move to that place of relationship. But the brokenhearted, the downtrodden, the outcast, will in their desperation to be healed and made whole, move past the tradition of old, and put forth the effort through quality study of God’s Word, diligent and persistent prayer and meditation, to know the one who heals personally. Those who follow tradition say it does not take all that, but I beg the pardon, because when you want your healing to the point of wholeness in your life you will not allow tradition to prevent you from seeking goodly pearls or that treasure hid in the field (Matthew 13:44-46). Note the pattern: they were healed by their obedience to the Word of God: nine then followed tradition, but one turned and worshipped God, giving Him thanks for his healing. Their obedience to the Word brought them healing, but it is our walk with God, spending time in his presence, worshipping and praising Him that we are made whole. Jesus told him in verse 18 and 19 that only one returned to give glory to God, and that his faith had made him whole. So that one received his healing by faith, and returned praising by faith, and by that faith was made whole. They, the nine, chose to follow tradition and they were cleansed (verse 14), but this man chose relationship with God and was made whole.  

