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                                           God Purifies To Sanctify

                        “Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried” 

                                                                              Daniel 12:10

Sanctification is a process whereby the believer is cleansed through a series of steps and actions towards a particular aim; which in the kingdom of God is holiness. It is by the grace of God through the work of the indwelling Holy Spirit that God cleanses the believer from the pollution of sin through this process of purification. It begins at the time of conversion; when one accepts Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior, and is a life long cleansing process that will conclude when Jesus returns. The ultimate goal is conforming the believer into the image of Christ (Romans 8:29), which is pure holiness. We are set apart to God in this conversion, and we are to live out that dedication to God in holiness. 

Holiness is that which is dedicated and set apart for God’s purposes, being devoted to the service of God. God is holy, and it is His will that we be holy as well. First Peter 1:15 tells us “but as He which hath called you is holy, so be you holy in all manner of conversation.” Not only does God require holiness in the heart, but also purity in our bodies, and that we should cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of flesh and spirit. We are to be through this process devoted to God, dedicated, and set apart for Him by keeping ourselves clean and pure for His service. Sanctification then is the grace of God performing within us a cleansing, purifying us from the corruption and filthiness of the flesh. So to sanctify us God must purify.
We were all dead in trespasses and sins (Ephesians 2:1) before we accepted the call of God and made Jesus Lord of our life. Since God is holy and exist in the spirit realm, then in order for the born-again believer to come into His presence requires that we be prepared for worship by our separation from sin. The priest who entered into the Holy of Holies each year had to be purified before he came into God’s presence, and our preparation begins at conversion when we turn from sin and are set apart to God. Purity in both its Old and New Testament meaning is to make clean, cleanse or purge. This is what the process of sanctification is; a process of cleansing with the aim of holiness. Sanctification/holiness is to be pursued as an essential aspect of the believer’s life, because Hebrews 12:14 says to “follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord.” Sanctification is the process to make us holy by purifying us from the pollution of sin and separating us so that we can enter into this holy realm that God resides in.
Purification consists of words like; cleansing, wash, and purge. The purifying that is required in this process begins with the believer spending time in the Word of God daily. It is here that we see the filthiness that is in our lives and can allow God to begin His work of cleansing. James 1:21 AMP instructs, “so get rid of all uncleanness and the rampant outgrowth of wickedness, and in a humble (gentle, modest) spirit receive and welcome the Word which implanted and rooted [in your hearts] contains the power to save your souls.” We look in the mirror (the Word) and it shows us this uncleanness, then we are to turn from it. Second Corinthians 7:1 says, “let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God”. Psalm 119:9 AMP ask the question and gives the answer: “How shall a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed and keeping watch [on himself] according to Your Word (conforming his life to it).”  The work of cleansing begins when the believer takes the time to look into the Word and confesses his sinfulness to God asking for the help that he needs to be free from this condition. God made provision for us when we did this in 1 John 1:9 when He said, “if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” Thus God cannot begin to cleanse you if you won’t acknowledge your frailty and be willing to allow His awesome power and love to assist you. He then can begin to wash away this filth from your life. King David cried out to God in Psalm 51 to wash me, cleanse, and blot out my transgressions, because sin defiles us and renders us odious in the sight of our holy God and unfit for communion with Him. So when God pardons sin He cleanses us from it. In Isaiah 1:16 washing and making you clean is you ceasing to do evil, breaking off the practice of it for the future. Our business is to wash ourselves from sin by repenting of it and turning from it to God. When we do, God then cleanses His people with the washing of water by the Word (Ephesians 5:26) and you will be as white as snow (Psalm51:7/ Isaiah 1:18). This washing is also a purging, a removing of those things that are not desirable, the things that are impure in the sight of God. Second Timothy 2:21 instructs us that if we would purge ourselves of the corrupting influences in our lives then we will be vessels that are profitable to God, because we can only commune with Him when we are free of sin and guilt in our lives. 
First Peter 1:22 reads “seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently.” How do we purify our souls? By obeying the truth of God’s Word. The Word of God makes the believer clean; it is what sanctifies you because when you believe what the Word says about your condition, repent of it, and turn to God, He will begin this process of washing, and purging you of this uncleanness that is in your life. God has called us from this filth to a life of holiness that can only be obtained after God purifies you. Sanctification is a process to separate you from sin and guilt unto God, with the result of it being you made holy. Holy is you being dedicated or set apart for God’s purposes and devoted to the service of God. It is the process whereby you are being changed into spiritual and moral perfection with devoutly godly character. Thus, sanctification is only possible and comes about as God purifies you of all impurities in your life.
