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                                                 Leave Sin and Come To God

“But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid His face from you, that He will not hear”    Isaiah 59:2

Over the past two weeks we have discussed sanctification and the purifying that God must do within us to get us to His desired place of holiness. Sanctification is the process whereby the believer is cleansed through a series of steps and actions towards a particular aim; which is holiness. It is the process of being made holy which results in a changed lifestyle for the believer. We asked the question then, why do we see an increase of compromising Christians who feel that God excuses their continued life of uncleanness: the answer is that although we may receive Jesus as Lord and Savior, we feel that we can continue with some of the same sinful practices we had in our life. But we are to step away from that life of sin and come to God and allow Him to start the process of purification in this new life that we have in Him. Listen to these words in Ephesians 4:22-24, “that ye put off concerning the former conversation (conduct, behavior) the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; and be renewed in the spirit of your mind; and that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.” The problem is that we cannot come to God until we come away from sin. The regenerate life is just that, a new one, and cannot be lived holding on to the old life of sin. The sanctification process is God’s cleansing process to make us into that which He created us to be; to conform us into the very image of His Son, which is righteousness and true holiness, the end result of sanctification. But God can’t work in our lives if we have not let go of those old lustful and deceitful desires which cause separation from Him. Sin hinders the work that God desires to do in our life and keeps us outside of His grace which is ever ready to work on our behalf. This is the misconception that hinders this process: In Romans 5:20 it says, “but where sin abounded, grace did much more abound”. The problem with that is that although the grace of God is available to us we must be careful not to pervert it, because in Romans 6:1, 2 Paul was very clear that God forbid that we pervert the grace of God, when we who have been delivered from the power of sin and should be dead to sin and therefore not continuing in it. Sanctification is all about us leaving the corruption of the world and coming to God and receiving His amazing grace to work in our life and purify us for devoted service to Him. We must leave sin, but also come to God. Romans 6:22 exhorts that “but now being free from sin, and become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.” Many have made a conscience effort to leave sin but not come to God, which will only lead to a temporary fix, that won’t last. Remember the discourse in Matthew 12:43-45 when the unclean spirit is gone out of the man but returns to find the place empty and therefore was able to enter again and the last condition of that man was worst. We must leave sin, come to God, and fill our heart and mind with His Word so that we learn warfare and receive the protection we need to withstand these attacks. The process of sanctification takes place through the piercing of our souls with the Word of God by the transforming power of the Holy Spirit. This work going on within is a cleansing of the old filthiness, and purges us of those habits and behavior that are corrupt. 

Since God is holy and exist in the realm of the holy, those that come in contact with His presence are to be pure as well. Sanctification/holiness is to be pursued as an essential aspect of the believer’s life because Hebrews 12:14 says “to follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord.” God’s will is for us to be holy according to I Peter 1:15 where He says, “but as He which hath called you is holy, so be you holy in all manner of conversation”. Not only does God require holiness in our heart, but also purity in our bodies, and that we should cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of flesh and spirit. Our text is clear that it is our sins that separate us from God and prevent this process of sanctification in our life. Habakkuk 1:13 says that God’s eyes are too pure to look upon sin, thus he had to turn His eyes away from His own Son on the cross because he had taken the sins of the world upon Him. (Matthew 27:46) Our sins that He bore caused God the Father to turn away from Jesus because He is a holy God, and it is sin that separates us from Him. 
Sanctification is a work that God does in us only when we turn from a life of sin and come to Him. It is the separation from the old world to God. We are set apart to God in our conversion, and we are then to live out that dedication to Him in holiness that comes as we turn from sin and allow Him to purify us through this process. It basically boils down to leaving sin and coming to God. He then begins a good work in us which is His good pleasure.
